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MAXINE WILLIAMS 


The furore about the Cleve- 
land child sex abuse scandal 


has done little to explain the ~ 


causes of abuse or to help its 
victims. The terms of the 
debate precluded this. After 
all, the ‘scandal’ arose not 
because of social anger-that 
children were being abused 
but because social agencies 
had — however inadequately - 
tried to deal with the problem. 
The motives of those who leapt 
most readily to attack the doc- 
tors and social workers and de- 
fend ‘innocent’ families are 
deeply suspect. Stuart Bell MP, 
the tabloid press and various 
rightwing politicians have seem- 
ed more concerned to deny the 
existence of abuse than to dis- 
cuss its causes and cure. 

This is not surprising. The 
family, particularly the rights 
and powers of fathers, is a po- 
tent symbol for reactionaries in 
Britain. Stuart Bell talks long 
and loud of ‘witchhunted’ par- 
ents but is silent about the father 
who, having joined Bell’s Par- 
ents Support Group, was found 
(according to Bea Campbell in 
the New Statesman & Society) to 
have a history of abuse and to 
have sexually penetrated both 
his children. The right wing 
papers that championed Bell 
and the parents are the same 
newspapers that print titillating 
photographs of scarcely adult 
young women. 

They undoubtedly prefer to 
ignore the fact that of the 118 
children removed from home in 
Cleveland, 70% were taken eith- 
er because the family or the 
courts accepted there was cause 
for concern about abuse. 26 of 
the 118 children were determin- 
ed by the courts to have been re- 
moved in error. 

This figure means that in the 
majority of cases Dr Higgs and 
the Social Services had good 
cause for worry. Higgs, presen- 
ted as villain of the piece, was 
found by the Butler-Sloss In- 


STUART BELL MP 
Acampaign to hide 
the issues 


Ss 
quiry not to have routinely ex- 
amined children for signs of 
abuse, as her attackers claimed. 
At most she placed an exagger- 
ated importance on one diag- 
nostic technique. Neither she 
nor under-trained and overwor- 
ked social workers could be 
blamed for what followed. 

Bell and the media were more 
ready to believe the police sur- 
geon who Butler-Sloss found 
‘confused and confusing’. He 
and his police colleagues were 
reluctant to admit that abuse 
was taking place at all. Bell & Co 
were clearly more concerned to 
protect fathers and the institu- 
tion of the family than to face 
facts. They portrayed a sinister 


THE CLEVELAND CHILD ABUSE REPORT 


A hue and cry to 
the facts 


1984 type bureaucracy heart- 
lessly wrecking families. There 
are indeed powerful factors and 
interests which destroy family 
life —but they are not, on the 
whole, social services depart 
ments. What are the facts? 

Fact no 1; recent research in 
dicates that as many as one in 
ten children suffer sexual abuse. 
It is a growing social problem 
not only in Britain but also in 
West Germany and the USA. As 
the vast majority of abusers are 
men, there are a large number of 
men abusing children. 

Fact no 2 is that these men’s 
power to abuse children is rela- 
ted to the wider social issue of 
the lack of women’s rights and 
equality. Often women cannot 
escape from violent and abusive 
partners. 

Fact no 3 is that if women 
have few rights, children have 
none. They are seen as the pro- 
perty of the family, particularly 
the father. Their problems are 
rarely socially discussed, they 
suffer a deteriorating education 
system, a lack of social care and 
of young people’s organisations. 

Fact no 4 is that relations be- 
tween men, women and child- 
ren are poisoned by these social 
inequalities and oppressive re- 
lationships which lie at the 
heart of capitalist society. 

Fact no 5 is that sexuality, par- 
ticularly male sexuality, is deep- 
ly affected by this situation. A 
multi-million pound pornogra- 
phy industry exists to pander tc 
the grosser aspects of male per- 
versity. 

Fact no 6 is that cuts in social 
expenditure have worsened the 
situation for those most in need 
_ 600 ‘at risk’ children in Lon- 
don have no social work super- 
vision. Where are the refuges to 
which womencan goinanemer- 
gency? Or the facilities through 
which the abuser, not the child, 
can be removed and the whole 
family given intensive help? 
They simply do not exist. 

So why no outcry about all 
this? Why no determined effort 
to discuss these issues? Why no 
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DR MARIETTA HIGGS 
The villain of 
the piece? 

co-ordinated national effort to 
start to solve these problems? To 
provide both rights and resour- 
ces to make it possible for 
women and children to live in 
security? Because, quite simply, 
it would cost too much in terms 
of money and social upheaval. 
Better to keep the status quo in 
which the family is portrayed as 
a haven of safety and Britain as a 
society which cares for its child- 
ren. Tell that to the three year 
old diagnosed with gonorrhoea 
in Cleveland. Or the thousands 
of others suffering in silence. 
Thanks in part tothe hue and cry 
whipped up by reactionaries 
about Cleveland they must 
simply sufferon. @ 


Harder and nastier: the ‘reform’ of Official Secrets Act 


TERRY O’HALLORAN 


On Wednesday 29 June Home 
Secretary Douglas Hurd re- 
leased his long-awaited White 
Paper on the ‘reform’ of the 
77 year old Official Secrets Act. 
Just as capitalist enterprises use 
the expression ‘price adjust- 
ment’ to mean price increase, 80 
the government talks of ‘re- 
form’ when it means strength- 
ening. The White Paper pro- 
posals will mean a harder and 
nastier Official Secrets Act. 

Any disclosure at all by serving 
or past members of the security 
forces will be an offence. That’s 
Peter Wright dealt with. Any 
disclosure at all of telephone 


tapping will be an ‘offence: So” 


Cathy Massiter, ex MI5, who re- 
vealed details of telephone tap- 
ping against CND is covered two 
different ways. 


Any disclosure at all of infor- 
mation obtained in confidence 
from other governments or inter- 
national organisations will bean 
offence. 


Any disclosure of information 
about the security services by 
non-members would be an of- 
fence if it were likely to damage 
the operation of the security ser- 
vices or were of ‘a class or des- 
cription’ of information likely to 
cause such damage. The latter 
formulation rivals the present 
‘Act for its vagueness and scope. 
Asthe White Paper so charming- 
ly'puts‘it: ‘This would allow the 
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arguments before the court to be 
less specific.’ 

Any disclosure of defence in- 
formation likely to impair the 
capability of the armed forces to 
carry out any of their defence 
tasks or, among other things, 
prejudice dealings between the 
government and another state 
would be an offence. This would 
cover Sarah Tisdall who leaked 
information about Cruise mis- 
siles and was sent to prison for 
six months in 1984. 


Any disclosure of information 
on international relations would 
be an offence if it were likely to 
jeopardise or seriously obstruct 
the promotion or protection of 
UK interests abroad. 


There would be no public in- 


terest defence. No prior publica- 
tion defence. And just in case 
anything’s left out there willbea 
tighter disciplinary code for 
civil servants so that any who 
cannot be prosecuted can be 
simply sacked. That would deal 
with Clive Ponting. 


In short the Official Secrets 
Act ‘reform’ means a conversion 
of the inefficient, cumbersome, 
universally reviled and archaic 
Act into an efficient, stream- 
lined, acceptable; modern ver- 
sion that will be far more deadly. 


Those who want to defend the 
rights of the working class must 
not only oppose this ‘reform’ but 
also make it known now that 
they will defy this Act and de- 
fend anyone who defies it. a 


In July 1988 the NHS was 40 
years old. While Labour cele- 
brated and Tories repeated 
their ‘safe in our hands’ lies, 
the government reneged on its 
promise of full funding for the 
nurses’ pay award. The North 
West Regional Health Author- 
ity revealed that it was £3.3m 
short, and other regions have 
the same problems. Yet more 
ward closures are therefore in 
prospect. 

In 1948 it was widely believed 
that the NHS would eventually 
abolish ill-health. Yet now in 
depressed areas infant mortality 
is rising, and life expectancy 
shortening. Death rates for un- 
employed men are 21% above 
the national average. Hospitals 
are dirty and decaying, and staff 
morale is rock bottom. The Black 
report of 1980 — suppressed by 
the Tories-showed massive 
health inequalities between rich 
and poor: and the gap continues 
to widen. 

So what went wrong? Despite 
Roy Hattersley’s recent descrip- 
tion of the NHS as an ‘indestruc- 
tible’ socialist institution, to- 
day’s problems stem from inher- 
ent flaws. In setting up the NHS, 
Labour Health Minister Aneurin 
Bevan collaborated with the 
powerful British Medical Asso- 
ciation (BMA). Their acceptance 
of the NHS was bought with 
control of the hospital system, 
retention of private medicine, 
and lucrative ‘merit awards’. In 
his own words, Bevan ‘stuffed 
the consultants’ mouths with 
gold’. 

‘As a result, the NHS remains 
curative, hospital-based and 


open to commercial exploita- 
tion and privatisation. Preven- 
tive health programmes were 
neglected and individual treat- 
ment promoted, thus breaking 
the link between the material 
conditions of capitalism and ill- 
health. The rich still have access 
to preferential treatment and a 
two-tier system along US lines 
seems increasingly likely. Sup- 
pliers and drug manufacturers 
make ever greater profits from 
the NHS: drugs now account for 
10% of the NHS budget. 

It must be remembered that 
the attack on the NHS was begun 
by the Labour Party. As early as 
1951 Labour introduced charges 
for teeth and spectacles. The 
1974-9 Labour government rein- 
troduced prescription charges, 
preparing the ground for a 
1,200% increase under That- 
cher. Denis Healey’s 1976 ‘Year 
of Cuts’ slashed £6 billion from 
the welfare budget. 

Reformists — like Hattersley - 

argue that ‘socialist’ organisa- 
tions can exist within capital- 
ism. Marxists understand that 
the state — including its welfare 
functions — is an instrument of 
class rule, not reconciliation. 
Capitalist welfare, including 
the NHS, is therefore inevitably 
structured to serve the interests 
of the ruling class. The fight to 
defend the real material gains 
the NHS has brought to the 
working class is therefore part of 
the struggle against capitalism 
and allits friends. 
@ In July the House of Lords re- 
jected government proposals to 
impose charges for eye tests and 
dental checks. However, the 
government has made it clear 
that it will attempt to reimpose 
these charges in the Commons. 


Cruel betrayal for 
NHS health workers 


GORDON TEAL 


in April, to end the campaign 
in defence of the NHS and buy 
time for the government, John 
Moore, Secretary of State for 
Social Services, told nurses that 
they would receive an average 
pay rise of 15.3%, with some 
nurses getting up to 60%. Nur- 
ses will receive no such thing. 
NHS domestic workers had al- 
ready been told that they would 
have to work harder for lower 
pay and that their pensions were 
under threat. It was a bit much to 
think that things would be dif 
ferent for nurses. 

Nurses were promised 4% im- 
mediately and the rest in the 
autumn when the new clinical 
grading structure was introduc- 
ed. The truth is that the average 
tise for nurses will be about 8% 
with many, in particular ward 
sisters, getting only 4.2%. 
Moreover, the government is 
failing, to the tune of £150 mil- 
lion, to fund the new clinical 
grading system. Nurses will be 
graded below the level their 
skills merit. 

Nurses are to be graded hierar- 
chically from A to I. Under the 
new system two ward sisters at 
present on the wards will be 


graded F. Only when one sister 
has left will the remaining sister 
be able to gainaG grading. 

Staff nurses will be initially 
graded D. One will be graded E 
only if there is only one sister pe! 
ward. Nurses who were onct 
told that they should mov 
around wards to broaden thei 
experience will now find tha 
the grading system limits then 
to one ward. If they want t 
move they may have to take 
step down in grading. 

For many nurses rates for ur 
social hours and weekend wot 
will not rise at all when the ne" 
grading system is introduce 
Competition and resentme! 
will be the order of the dé 
among staff. Many will lean 
and morale will fall even furthe 

The role of the NHS unio: 
and the RCN has been shameft 
All of them welcomed the Ap’ 
announcement and the ne 
grading system. Hector Macke 
zie, COHSE general secretal 
said the new system was ‘ani 
portant step forward .. . W! 
the potential to make this 
triumph for the profession’. 

Nurses have been crue 
betrayed. Come autumn thi 
will be thousands of very, v 
angry nurses. The only optiol 
tofight. 


MAXINE WILLIAMS 


When Amnesty International 
announced that it would be 
investigating the Gibraltar 
killings Thatcher’s reaction 
was little short of hysterical. 
This Report by Amnesty will 
add fuel to the fire. That a 
respectable, liberal organisa- 
tion such as Amnesty should 
dare to lay bare British mur- 
der in Northern Ireland must 
be intolerable for the govern- 
ment, especially in the sen- 
sitive months before the 
Gibraltar inquest. 

The Amnesty Report shows just 
how far British rule in Ireland 
has gone down the path of legal- 
ised murder and disregard for all 
norms of legality. In dealing 
with the shoot-to-kill murders of 
six Irish men in 1982 and the 
subsequent cover-up Amnesty 
calls for a full judicial review 
and says: 


‘These developments have 
seriously called into question 
the government’s commit- 
ment to investigate fully dis- 
puted killings by its security 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT ON GIBRALTAR 


Fuel to the fire 


forces, make the findings pub- 
lic and prevent the possibility 
of unlawful killings in the 
future.’ 
The Report usefully details the 
events surrounding the shoot- 
ings. On the government’s re- 
fusal to make public the results 
of the Stalker/Sampson inquiry 
it says this ‘lends credibility to 
allegations of an official policy 
of deliberate and planned kill- 
ings’. 
Pulling no punches, it con- 
tinues: 
‘Amnesty is concerned that 
some of the killings by the se- 
curity forces may have result- 
ed from a deliberate policy at 
some official level to elimi- 


nate, or permit the elimina- 
tion of, ratherthan to arrest in- 
dividuals whom they identi- 
fied as members of armed op- 
position groups.” 


The Report draws an unfavour- 
able comparison between inter- 
national standards surrounding 
the use of lethal force and British 
standards. International stand- 
ards require an ‘absolute neces- 
sity’, ie no alternative to the use 
of force, whereas British sold- 
iers/police use force merely 
when ‘reasonable’. The North- 
ern Ireland judiciary’s opinion 
on what is reasonable was sum- 
med up in 1977 by Lord Justice 
Gibson (subsequently killed by 
the IRA) who said: 


‘If you watch wild west films, 
the posse go ready to shoot 
their men if need be. If they 
don’t bring them back peace- 
ably they shoot them and in 
the ultimate result if there 
isn’t any other way open toa 
man, it’s reasonable to do it in 
the circumstances. Shooting 
may be justified as a method of 
arrest.’ 


The report cites figures showing 
that since 1969 there have been 
only 21 prosecutions (14 against 
the Army, 6 against the RUC, 1 
against the UDR) for killings. 
Only two convictions resulted — 
one got a twelve month sus- 
pended sentence, the other got 
life but was released after two 


years three months. Obviously 
Lord Justice Gibson’s wild west 
justice lives on after his demise. 

Not only do the police fail to 
investigate such killings (Am- 
nesty refers to ‘deliberately 
superficial’ investigations) but 
the DPP will not bring prosecu- 
tions unless ‘the level of public 
attention’ forces him to do so. 

The section of the Report deal- 
ing with inquests is valuable, 
showing as it does how Britain 
changes the rules to prevent any 
forum having the powers to in- 
vestigate murders by the police/ 
Army. Amnesty is critical of 
long delays in holding inquests. 
Since 1959 Northern Ireland in- 
quest juries cannot bring in a 
verdict of ‘unlawful killing’. 
Since 1980 other restrictions 
have been added. Often the 
families of the dead are not even 
notified that an inquest is taking 
place. The juries are selected by 
the RUC. 

The section on supergrass 
trials also contains useful infor- 
mation. But coming, as it does, 
soon after the Gibraltar murders, 
it is the material on shoot to kill 
that is timely and powerful. 


The RCG and City AA joined the 2 July London demonstration against 


Turkish tyrant General Evren’s visit to Thatcher. The Turkish and Kurdish 
community dogged his every step, protesting against his record of tor- 
ture and murder. In scenes that must have reminded him of home, the 
police brutally attacked and arrested demonstrators at Victoria Station 


on 12 July. 
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Sharpeville Six: 
The fight 
continues 


On 13 July Botha was forced to 
grant an indefinite stay of exec- 
ution for the Sharpeville Six. In 
South Africa the people cam- 
paigned for the Six. The EEC 
threatened diplomatic action. 
Dukakis in the USA has backed 
the campaign. Even Thatcher 
has been forced to promise to 
intervene personally if all legal 
appeals fail. 

The Six could still hang unless 
weactto save their lives. Join the 
Sharpeville Six Must Go Free 
rallies, organised by City AA on 
the Non-Stop Picket, outside the 
South African Embassy, Trafal- 
gar Square, every Wednesday 
and Friday 6-7pm. 


Economic policy in disarray 


DAVID REED 


The knives are being sharpen- 
ed. The dispute between Law- 
son and Thatcher has become 
more acute with the announce- 
ment that the arch-monetarist 
Sir Alan Walters is to return to 
Thatcher’s kitchen cabinet. 
Walters was responsible for 
the devastation wrought on 
the British economy from 
1979 to 1981. In that period 
manufacturing industry was 
cut by 20 per cent, tens of bil- 
lions went in lost production 
and unemployment increased 
by 1-2 million. 
No one should be deceived by 
Thatcher's hype, whether about 
the economy or her ‘brilliant’ 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
The arguments about ‘bucking 
the market’ or not are nothing 
but a smokescreen for an eco- 
. nomic policy that is in total dis- 
array. Unfortunately so is her 
majesty’s loyal opposition. 
There is no body outside the 
Tory Party to exploit this. 

Since the last issue of Fight 
Racism! Fight Imperialism! the 
problems have worsened. The 
balance of payments deficit for 
May was a record £1.2bn. This 
resulted trom the highest ever 


trade deficit of £1,075m and the 
highest ever total of imports at 
£8,186m. £5.4bn was wiped off 
shares on the stock market after 
the figures were announced. 
The June figure will be out after 
we go to press and they promise 
to be just as bad as May. 

On 18 July the lending base 
rate was increased to 10.5 per 


Lawson - a suitable case 

for backstabbing. 

cent, There have now been six 
increases in only seven weeks. 
This time mortgage rates went 
up as well by approximately 1.7 
per cent to an average level of 
11.5 per cent. Thatcher’s poli- 
cies having devastated the poor, 
are now starting to hit some of 
her loyal voters. The budget tax 
cuts have been wiped out at a 


stroke. Houseowners will have 
to find just over £30 a month 
more for repayments on a 
£30,000 loan taken out over 25 
years, and between £50-£60 
more for a £50,000 loan. 

Interest rates must rise even 
higher if they are to slow down 
the credit boom. Inflation is al- 
ready on the way to 5 per cent. 
The problem is that the high in- 
terest rates bring hot money 
flooding into Britain. The 
pound is soaring. Last week al- 
one it rose 2.5 per cent against 
the average of other countries in 
spite of Bank of England inter- 
vention in the market to buy up 
some $500m-$700m of other 
Europeancurrencies. The pound 
is now 6 per cent above the DM 
3.00 level that Lawson wanted 
to hold it at before the budget, 
and 3 per cent above the DM 
3.08 level called ‘unsustainable’ 
not long ago. The consequences 
for the balance of payments are 
serious as Britain’s exports will 
become less and less competi- 
tive. 

A major run on the pound in 
the not too distant future seems 
inevitable. Interest rates will 
then be pushed up to penal lev- 
els and will drive the economy 
into a new recession. Then the 
real back stabbing willbegin. Mf 


Turning the Third « 
World into a 
burial ground 


TREVOR RAYNE 


The last forty years in indus- 
try has generated many chem- 
ical compounds previously 
unknown in nature. The ex- 
plosion of chemical com- 
pounds is tearing down the 
biological barriers that pre- 
serve life. Animal and plant 
species have disappeared, 
soils have become chemical 
dust, forests have shrivelled, 
lakes and rivers turned septic. 
Chlorofluorocarbons are thin- 
ning the ozone layer. Concen- 
trations of organic and inor- 
ganic materials in cities now 
often exceed health limits: 
mental retardation, physical 
handicaps, allergies, chromo- 
somic disorders and chronic 
illmesses are all increasing. 
New diseases have appeared. 
Toxics seep through our envir- 
onment silently. However, spec- 
tacular catastrophes make the 
headlines: Chernobyl, Bhopal, 
the liquid gas explosion in Mex- 
ico City, poison in the Rhine, 
poison in the North Sea, record 
radiation in the Irish Sea, Three 
Mile Island. An alerted popula- 
tion in the industrialised capit- 
alist nations together with pres- 
sure group activity has succeed- 
ed in forcing regulations on 
waste-disposal. Capital faces 
rising costs: it values nature ona 
profit and loss account. 

Britain is Europe’s biggest im- 
porter of industrial waste be- 
cause disposal costs are a fifth of 
those in France and West Ger- 
many. They are kept down by 
ditching 83 per cent of the 
materials in landfill sites rather 
than treating them with chemi- 
cals or incineration. There it fes- 
ters, ready to explode or leak in- 
to the water and food chain. 
However, Britain can only take 
so much of the waste, and even 
here pressure is mounting to 
prevent the dumping. A new 
low cost site is sought: the Third 
World. 

Waste disposal is a $12 billion 
a year international business. In 


1970 US transnationals had to 
dispose of 9 million tons of 
waste, today the figure is 370 
million tons, which cannot be 
dumped in the USA because 
local laws forbid it. 

Jamaica, in the US ‘back 
yard’, turns down, on average, 
four requests a week from US 
corporations to dump industrial 
waste on the island. Earlier this 
year the world was shown the 
Khian Sea traipsing round the 
Caribbean and Atlantic with 
13,000 tons of Philadelphia’s 
‘industrial waste’ looking for a 
dumping site. That waste in- 
cluded dioxic materials, the 
most deadly organic substance 
known. 

The contractors of the vessel 
have variously described the 
Philadelphia cargo as ‘road 
building material’ and ‘fertili- 
ser’. It was refused entry to the 
Bahamas, Bermuda, Honduras, 
the Dominican Republic and 
Guinea-Bissau, dumped the car- 
go in Haiti, was ordered to re- 
load, but left 3,000 tons behind. 

The Third World has many at- 
tractions for these merchants of 
death. Waste costing $3,000 a 
ton to get rid of in Europe was of- 
fered to Benin by a Gibraltar bas- 
ed contractor for $2.50 payment 
for every ton taken. A Nigerian 
landowner was paid £60 per 
month for35,000 tonnes of Euro- 
pean chemical waste that would 
have cost £1,000 a tonne in 
Europe. 

Guinea-Bissau, reputed to 
take 10% of Europe's toxic 
waste, was offered $600 million, 
three times the nation’s annual 
product, by a British contractor, 
Hobday Limited, to take 15 mil- 
lion tonnes of chemical waste. 

Preying upon their debts, the 
need for currency, their lack of 
chemistry trained officials and 
corrupt elites, transnational cor- 
porations are turning the Third 
World into a burial ground for 
their lethal effluence. Fight 
Racism! Fight Imperialism! in- 
tends to increase its coverage of 
the fightback for the survival of 
the species. Mf 


25% of babies born to mothers 
in B&B accommodation are of 
low birth weight compared 
with a national average of 7%. 
Children living in these slums 
are more likely to get diarrhoea 
and chest infections and to 
suffer accidents. 
Overcrowding, appalling 
sanitation, malnutrition, fire 
hazards, poverty. Victorian 
values with a vengeance. 
eee 

The scene is Birmingham 
County Court. Who is in the 
dock for incitement to 
discriminate under the Race 
Relations Act? Who urged the 
good people of Kinver, 
Staffordshire, to monitor and 
report any sightings of black 
people in cars because there 
had been one burglary in the 
village? National Front? British 
Movement? Not at all. It was the 
local cops who had issued this 
racist advice in their 
Neighbourhood Watch bulletin 
A similar case is under way 
against the Met. 

ES 

Remember Norman Willis’ sly 
little scheme to do the dirt on 
P&O by launching a 
Commercial War? And getting 
us all to travel by Sealink? 
Cunningly using one capitalist 
against another? Sad to relate 
Norman’s wizard wheeze has 
gone awry. Sealink has joined 
forces with, yes you guessed it, 
P&O ina series of radio ads 
extolling the virtues of ferry 
travel. 

Dena ona) 

Recent figures show that nine 
years of tax cuts add up to some 
£20 billion. £4.7 billion 
(23.5%) went to the highest 
earning 1% of households 
whilst the lowest earning 50% 
of all households received the 
princely sum of £3.4 billion 
(17%). Now be fair, it’s tough at 
the top. 

=e: 

So tough that some of our 
oppressed multi-millionaires 
can’t manage to pay tax at all. 
Murdoch’s News International, 
pre-tax profits £111.5 million, 
has ‘paid’ minus £9.1 million 
tax in the last three years. His 
arch-rival, Maxwell, only 
achieved minus £3,2 million for 
Maxwell Communications, pre- 
tax profits £166 million. 


SSS 

There’s been considerable 
competition for our half-witted 
headline spot this month. 
Despite some fine efforts from 
the RCP the Morning Star 
managed to get its nose in front 
with this offering, 12 July 1988, 
‘Turkey ‘‘not yeta 
democracy’’ ’, Remember you 
read it first in the super 
soaraway Morning Star. 


SSS 

And finally . . . anovel line on 
the environment from the SWP. 
Ata meeting on the SWP and 
green politics, they opined that 
the mass destruction of the 
Amazon rain forests was no bad 
thing. It would lead to 
industrialisation and therefore 
provide workplaces for the 
natives who could then join 
trade unions. No doubt 
Amazonians are right now 
throwing street parties and 
generally whooping it up. Next 
week: ‘Nuclear war: is it so 
bad?’ 
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SOUTH 


The PAC has declared the 1980s the 
decade of the Azanian Revolution. It 
is a revolutionary prediction based 
_on the experience the PAC and the 
Azanian masses have had in collec- 
tive action. 


LESSONS OF HISTORY 


Our organisation has a history of 
struggle in South Africa. In 1960, the 
PAC led the people in the most suc- 
cessful campaign against the Pass 
Laws. Because of the campaign of 
mental liberation, freeing ourselves 
from the slave mentality, which 
preceded the Pass Laws campaign, 
we made important gains. After the 
PAC was banned we formed a 
military wing. The armed insurrec- 
tion within the country which 
followed, from 1961 to 1969, has 
been acknowledged as the most suc- 
cessful, Even liberal academics like 
Tom Lodge, who ordinarily would be 
critical of our position, consider that 
the campaign by the armed wing of 
the PAC, APLA (which we then call- 
ed Pogo) was the most successful 
internally-based insurrection be- 
cause it covered the whole country 
and because of the length of time that 
it lasted. Our people remember this 
very well. 

In the 1976 Soweto Uprisings, the 
PAC, together with the Black Con- 
sciousness Movement, was centrally 
involved. These organisations were 
the only two whose members were 
charged and convicted for predicting 
and organising the 1976 uprisings. 

We have learned many things from 
these experiences, not only as an 
organisation, but also how our peo- 
ple think and feel. Our founding 
President Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe 
said that in 1960 our people lost the 
fear of going to jail. We have deprived 
the enemy of one of the weapons 
against us. Many of our people have 
served jail sentences, including 
leaders of the struggle like our Presi- 
dent Zephania Mothopeng and Cde 
Masemola who are still in jail, and 
John Nkosi who was recently releas- 
ed. They have all turned down condi- 
tional release. Our campaign against 
the Pass Laws in 1960 aimed to unite 
the leaders and the led. No longer wes 
action to be confined to the masses 
without any way of protecting them- 
selves. Leaders and the led would 
suffer equally. Our people now have 
overcome the fear of going to jail or 
remaining in jail. 

In 1976 when the gun was used so 
systematically against our people, 
they lost the fear of their enemy’s 
guns. Our people; like any other peo- 
ple, would like to achieve their 
freedom in a peaceful manner, but 
even with two Nobel Peace Prizes 
awarded to our compatriots, we do 
not have peace. 


REVOLUTIONARY MOOD 


It was on a solid understanding of 
ourselves with the people, the 
masses, that we declared the 1980s to 
be the decade of the Azanian Revolu- 
tion. Events inside the country have 
continued to confirm the revolu- 
tionary mood which we predicted 
has arisen. It first erupted in the 
political base area of the PAC- 
Sharpeville, Sebokeng and the sur- 
rounding areas — in 1984. The regime 
which has successfully destabilised 
neighbouring countries, forcing 
others to sign unequal treaties, has 
failed to defuse the revolutionary 
mood inside the country. Now one 
state of emergency after another has 
been imposed. So many draconian 
laws have been passed, yet they have 
failed to defuse the revolutionary 
mood of our people. 

There is a higher level of organisa- 
tion among our people. We have seen 
the formation of organisations like 
the National Forum in 1983, like the 
UDF in 1983, both opposed to the so- 
called reforms. We have seen the peo- 
plerally around onthe principle ofno 
collaboration with the racist regime. 
We have seen important events tak- 
ing place like the successful holding 


JOHNSON MHLAMBO INTERVIEWED 


DECADE OF 
REVOLUTION 


JOHNSON MHLAMBO, Chairman of the Pan Africanist 
Congress of Azania joined the PAC in 1959, the year of its 
formation. He first became involved in the struggle in the 
mid-1950s when the racist regime started to remove settl- 
ed black communities, called ‘black spots’, from areas 
which had been designated ‘white only’ under the Group 
Areas Act. After joining the PAC, he became chair of the 
Daveyton branch in 1962, and in 1963 he was arrested for 
his political activities along with many others. He was 
sentenced to 20 years which he served on Robben Island. 

During a recent visit to London Cde Mhlambo talked to 
CAROL BRICKLEY and RONNIE TOMLINSON about the 

prospects for revolution in Azania. 
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of the National Congress of Youth 
(Congress of the Azanian National 
Yo Unity) in Johannesburg, 
January 1988 which was attended by 
representatives from Western Em- 
bassies. The youth firmly identified 
their struggle with that of the Palesti- 
nian people. 

The week of 20-27 February this 
year was called Sobukwe Cultural 
week. Meetings and events were held 
in 14 cities despite a crackdown at the 
time — it was on 24 February that the 
restrictions and bans were placed on 
18 organisations. Both 21 March and 
16 June were commemorated with 
stayaways from work and schools. 
From 6-8 June the massive stayaway 
was called by NACTU and COSATU. 
The record number of workers who 
stayed away proves the effectiveness 
of a united call. We believe that this 
momentum will be kept up and we 
will do everything to promote con- 
sultation between the various unions 
whenever they have to take action 
against their common enemy. 


A PEOPLE’S WAR 


The political momentum is there in- 
side the country. But when you are 
dealing with such sharp contradic- 
tions, politics alone is not sufficient. 
Mass struggles must support the arm- 
ed struggle. We believe in the 
strategy of a people’s war — an inter- 
nally based struggle. We cannot fight 
in the classical manner in which, 
perhaps, our comrades in Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique and other countries 
were able to operate, fighting from 
outside because they had firm rear 
bases. We can at the best hope for 
transit facilities from neighbouring 
and frontline states, therefore we 
must have firm roots inside the coun- 
try. APLA has made progress. It is 
reflected even in the statistics coming 
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from the press of the enemy, where 
they admit that attacks by APLA com- 
batants have increased even in the 
southern-most province of the coun- 
try — the Cape province. 

Our people are welcomed by the 
oppressed masses everywhere. But 
we are well aware that our resources 
are not yet sufficient. Many people 
want to be part of our political and 
armed programmes of struggle. We 
believe in training people inside the 
country and this is succeeding but 
our resources are limited. 


PRINCIPLED UNITY 


Weare fighting against a very power- 
ful enemy. We think it is very impor- 
tant to have a broad approach to the 
struggle. All the forces in conflict 
with the racist regime must be united. 
In the PAC we have worked out five 
principles around which people 
could unite in action and make a big- 
ger impact on the regime. We have 
discussed these with organisations 
internally, we continue to discuss 
this with supporters of our struggle 
outside the country. Firstly, apar- 
theid cannot be reformed it must be 
totally eradicated. 

Secondly, the main vehicle for 
change is not the racist regime, nor 
the white minority, but the oppressed 
masses. Our campaigns must be 
designed to increase the fighting 
capacity of these people. We must 
make them conscious that they have 
the capacity to overthrow the regime. 
We have had to condemn certain 
divisive actions like necklacing of 
political opponents. We need to 
energise as broad a front as possible 
from the ranks of the oppressed. 

Thirdly, we must continue to ad- 
vocate and encourage all forms of 
struggle, but with the armed struggle 
as the principal form of struggle. We 
are aware that some people have 
scruples about this — some of our sup- 
porters belong to Muslim and Chris- 
tian organisations, we encourage 
their involvement. But we have no il- 
lusion that the racist regime can be 
wished away by non violent forms of 
struggle alone. We must intensify the 
armed struggle. 

The fourth principle, we must con- 
tinue to call internationally for the 
complete isolation of the racist 
regime, but we must understand that 
the imposition of even mandatory 
sanctions will not be sufficient. Inter- 
national action must be seen to be a 
complement of the internal struggle 
which is the most decisive. Interna- 


tional resolutions will not work until 
there is decisive action inside the 
country. Resolution 435 on Namibia 
is 10 years old. There has been no 
movement despite the agreement of 
the UN Security Council. What hap- 
pens inside the country has to be 
decisive. 

For this reason it is very important 
that people like you, and people in 
City Group of which you are a part, 
who support our cause, are advanc- 
ing solidarity on a non sectarian 
basis. We want genuine supporters to 
work in such a way that they en- 
courage working together. In suppor- 
ting the liberation struggle it must be 
done in such a way that it is known 
that we are helping an oppressed peo- 
ple and the oppressed people 
themselves must eventually make 
their own choices. I welcome the 
principled support that the Revolu- 
tionary Communist Group, to which 
you belong, has given and that it has 
taken a principled position in sup- 
porting the struggle on a non sec- 
tarian basis. 

The fifth principle that we have 
popularised is that we should resist 
the introduction of the East/West 
conflict in the resolution of the na- 
tional liberation struggle in our coun- 
try. We have seen how the Namibian 
people are being held hostage by an 
extraneous, irrelevant issue over 
which they have no control(the 
US/South African demand that the 
Cuban troops be removed from 
Angola before any moves towards 
South Africa withdrawal - CB). This 
is in line with the PAC position of 
non-alignment which was adopted 
when the PAC was founded in 1959, 
even before the Non Aligned Move- 
ment had developed. 

These are principles which will 
unite broader and broader sections of 
people in our country. 


ONE RACE - THE HUMAN RACE 


We are fighting for a just cause — the 
demise of white domination. This 
does not mean the liquidation of 
white people as a people. White peo- 
ple living in equality with the op- 
pressed majority, identifying with 
the oppressed majority are African, 
Azanians. When we speak of the 
establishment of an Africanist, 
socialist democracy we include 
white people. President Mangaliso 
Sobukwe said that there is only one 
race, the human race, to which we all 
belong. The history of that race has 
been a long struggle against all forms 
of oppression. 


INTERNATIONALISM 


The British government proclaims 
itself the source of democracy — the 
Mother of All Parliaments — but it is a 
question of democracy for whom? 
They created democracy for the white 
racist minority in our country. British 
companies have been the least 
responsive to calls for withdrawal 
and Margaret Thatcher says that 
black people will suffer if they do. 
But British companies who operate in 
South Africa are not philanthropic 
institutions, they went there to make 
super profits. The British govern- 
ment is serving the interests of a 
minority in Britain — the ruling class, 
by exploiting our people. They are 
reluctant to see the demise of 
apartheid. 

Look at the role of Mrs Thatcher. 
She says she is opposed to apartheid. 
She is against the armed struggle. She 
is also opposed to sanctions. Will 
these three negatives make a 
positive? Will they destroy apar- 
theid? Really she is conniving with 
the regime by cushioning it against 
the wrath of the oppressed people. 
That is why we have an interna- 
tionalist perspective, to reach out to 
people like you. The working class in 
the advanced capitalist countries, 
where the socialist revolution should 
maybe have happened first, will 
themselves rise up when the super 
profits in ‘under-developed’ coun- 
tries have dried up. @ 


NO RIGHTS! 
NO FLIGHTS! 


South African Airways has been 
finding its filthy trade in apartheid a 
bit difficult in the past few weeks. 
Since March City AA has occupied 
the Airways in Regent Street 12 
times. In Manchester RCG members 
and VMDC members have been 
demonstrating outside the Airways 
offices in support of the Sharpeville 
Six, despite concerted police harass- 
ment, they have established their 
right to demonstrate there. 


InLondon... 


On Saturday 2 July, City AA members 
occupied the Airways four times and 
were ready to for a fifth when the 
racists decided they had had enough 
for the day and closed early. The oc- 
cupations began early in the day and 
lasted until 3pm. The occupiers in- 
cluded City AA members, RCG 
members, Humanist Party members 
and Camden Councillors. After the 
first occupation Airways staff had to 
resort to searching all customers 
looking for leaflets and posters. Eight 
people were arrested and variously 
charged with obstruction of police 
and the highway and breach of the 
peace. 

On 19 July, Naomi, a City AA sup- 
porter and a mother of four, decided 
to highlight the role of the Airways by 
throwing red paint over the doors. 
She then made a speech to the crowd 
about the way apartheid tortures and 
murders black children. The crowd 
applauded and then the police arriv- 
ed to take her away. She was charged 
with criminal damage. 

The campaign continues and it was 
noted that the Airways offices was 
guarded by ranks of police when the 
Mandela march passed by on 17 July. 

Carol Brickley 


In Manchester... 


Manchester police have been engag- 
ed in a deliberate campaign not only 
to protect the Airways offices in Man- 
chester, but also to prevent any street 
protest. Manchester comrades have 
been picketing the Airways for four 
weeks, every Monday, in support of 
the Sharpeville 6 and have also held 
street meetings on Saturdays. For the 
first three weeks, police from Bootle 
Street police station arrested the 
demonstrators on bogus charges of 
noise pollution and obstruction of the 
highway. On the third occasion, on 4 
July, 4 people were arrested and 
charged with breach of the peace. 
While they were being held at Bootle 
Street the custody sergeant said they 
would be released immediately, but 
was overruled by an Inspector who 
said ‘charge them with anything, just 
lock them up’. 

On the fourth picket eight people 
were arrested for singing and chan- 
ting. Again they were charged with 
breach of the peace, and this time the 
police entered local offices to invite 
complaints about the noise. 

But on 18 July, the fifth picket, the 
racist police were in fora surprise. 60 
people attended the picket including 
local councillors, as did Manchester 
BBC radio, Piccadilly radio and Man- 
chester Evening News reporters. 
When the police threatened to arrest 
the picket for noise pollution, an on- 
the-spot Environmental Health In- 
spector tested the noise level and con- 
firmed that the traffic noise was 
louder than the singing. After 2 hours 
of non-pollutant singing and chant- 
ing the police backed off! We 
organise to win! 

Simone Dewhurst 


SAVIMBI’S BRITISH CONNECTION 


‘This government 
will have nothing 
to do with 
terrorists...’ 


With increasing certainty of isolation 
in Angola, Savimbi visited Britain in 
July for ‘informal’ talks with the That- 
cher government. TREVOR RAYNE 
looks at the background to Savimbi’s 
long association with Britain. 

Kostas Georgiu was a British subject 
and former member of the Parachute 
Regiment, nicknamed ‘Colonel Call- 
an’. Bored by the monotony of killing 
Angolan villagers, Callan thought up a 
diversion for himself: he stuck hand- 
grenades into the mouths of his victims 
and then exploded them. Callan had 
been recruited in Britain in 1975 to 
fight the MPLA government in Angola. 
With him went a number of MI6 agents. 
Savimbi, like Callan, is reported to 
have been recruited by British military 
intelligence in the period 1964-66. The 
Foreign Office could not help Callan 
when a People’s Revolutionary Court 
dispensed justice to him in the summer 
of 1976. Savimbi, like Callan, turned to 
his master in times of trouble when he 
visited Britain this July. 

In January 1975 the MPLA, FNLA 
and UNITA formed a transitional gov- 
ernment in Angola. By April fighting 
had broken out with the other forces 
trying to oust the MPLA. In the in- 
tervening period Savimbi had travell- 
ed to London where he met Labour 
Parliamentary Under Secretary at the 
Foreign Office, Joan Lestor. When the 
fighting broke out Savimbi’s UNITA 
received military aid including a Racal 
Communications radio system. Lonrho 
boss ‘Tiny’ Rowland supplied Savimbi 
with a jet for diplomatic sorties. 

On 11 November 1975 the MPLA an- 
nounced the People’s Republic of 
Angola. In January 1976 a massive and 
open publicity campaign accompanied 
John Banks’ recruitment of mer- 
cenaries to serve in Angola. The Brit- 
ish press advertised the money to be 
earned’: £750 for wrecking a tank, 
£250 for every soldier killed, £1,200 
for capturing an officer. This was all 
done under the last Labour govern- 
ment! @ 


SMASH APARTHEID 


ANGOLA—NAMIBIA 
PEACE PROPOSALS 


TREVOR RAYNE 


South Africa, the USA, Angola and 
Cuba agreed to ‘Principles for a 
Peaceful Settlement in South West- 
ern Africa’. The Principles cover 
moving Cuban troops away from the 
front line in southern Angola, their 
withdrawal from the country, and 
the implementation of UN Resolut- 
ion 435 on Namibia’s independence. 
The Principles agreed do not stipu- 
late a timetable for Cuban withdraw- 
al, no terms for South African with- 
drawal from Angola, nor any role for 
UNITA. South African Foreign Min- 


ister Pik Botha quickly insisted that 
the Principles were neither a cease- 
fire nor a truce. Cuban negotiator 
Jorge Risquet Valdez spelt out the 
Cuban position: an end to all external 
support for UNITA, South African 
troop withdrawal from Angola, the 
implementation of Resolution 435 
which would be accompanied by the 
removal of Cuban troops on the basis 
of agreement with the Angolan gov- 
ernment, and international guarant- 
ees for the security of Angola. The 
Angolan government refuses to 
negotiate with UNITA while it is sup- 
plied by South Africa and the USA, 
and the USA insists that UNITA aid is 


non-negotiable and that UNITA must 
have a role in the Angolan govern- 
ment. The declaration of the Prin- 
ciples is still a far cry from peace. 

Britain, the USA and West Germ- 
any have repeatedly tried to link 
Resolution 435 to a Cuban withdraw- 
al, while retaining South African and 
hence imperialist control over Nam- 
ibia, and its mineral wealth. An inde- 
pendent Namibia would cost South 
Africa its military bases in the Caprivi 
Strip from where it threatens Zim- 
babwe and Zambia. 

Nevertheless, the apartheid state 
has been forced to the negotiating 
table. The US Presidential election 
campaign looks ominous from apar- 
theid’s point of view and the Botha 
government needs to be seen ‘nego- 
tiating’. However, it is on the bat- 
tlefields of southern Angola that the 
South African troops were given an 
exemplary lesson. The racist army 


has suffered heavy casualties at the¢ 


hands of the Angolan and Cuban 
forces. This has jolted the fragile con- 
fidence built up in the apartheid state 
by the State of Emergency and That- 
cher’s support. Botha understands 
the anxiety rising in the white popul- 
ation could turn to panic, with young 
white males deserting the racists’ 
ranks rather than go to face death. 

The South African government 
will stall, and try to muster diplo- 
matic and military support from its 
allies. It needs replacement aircraft 
for those lost in battle. Botha will ap- 
peal to his allies’ strategic interests in 
the region, hoping that they will 
pressurise the Soviet Union to in turn 
exert pressure on Angola and Cuba. 
While neither apartheid nor imper- 
ialism have any intention of leaving 
Angola or Namibia to decide their 
own destinies, they can dwell on the 
fact that they have seen in Africa a 
conventional army able to match the 
South African Defence Force in con- 
ventional war, and break its teeth: 
something new at the negotiating 
table insouthern Africa 


CHARIOTS OF HOT AIR 


CAROL BRICKLEY 


Embarking on a ten-day tour of 
Southern African frontline states 
during a parliamentary session, Neil 
Kinnock surely expected a major 
publicity coup, not only for the just 
concerns of independent black na- 
tions which border South Africa, but 
also for his own cause - securing his 
place as a future British Prime 
Minister. 

It should have been a cinch. The Kin- 
nock tour was timed to coincide with 
Mandela’s birthday. Apartheid is the 
issue on which Thatcher has been 
feeling the pressure of isolation. It 
has become transparently clear, even 
to the Tories, that they cannot con- 
tinue to argue with any credibility 
that all that is needed is time for the 
Botha regime to mend its ways. Even 
during Kinnéck’s tour Thatcher was 
hinting at a tougher line with 
Pretoria, sniffing in the wind a 
Dukakis victory in the US Presiden- 
tial elections. Kinnock should have 
had a field day. 

But Her Majesty’s Loyal Leader of 
the Opposition took with him to 
Southern Africa a combination of 
hypocrisy, opportunism and im- 
perialist arrogance unique to the 
British Labour Party. 


It did not take Kinnock long to get 
going. After condemning ANC bomb- 
ings in South Africa, Kinnock rightly 
denounced South Africa as a terrorist 
state. He could not stop there: there 
was a huge difference between the 
ANC and South Africa - ‘where the 
vast majority of the population are 
deliberately and rigorously excluded 
from having any form of political 
rights and expression’ - and organ- 
isations like the IRA which conduct 
violent acts ‘without any vestige of 
excuse whatsoever’. With more than 
one eye on his Tory critics and the 
British electorate, Kinnock was sen- 
sitive to the fact that the gunning 
down of IRA members by British 
death squads in Gibraltar (of which 
he approves) is scarcely different to 
cross border raids by South African 
agents against ANC bases (which he 
would shortly be denouncing). If one 
day he becomes Loyalist Prime 
Minister, he will need to maintain 
British rule in Ireland. 


He was now getting into his stride. 
Assuming the role of world leader in 
Botswana he pronounced ‘I remain 
and will remain absolutely hostile to 
any idea of a conflict between Britain 
and the Republic of South Africa’, 
and cautioned Michael Dukakis, who 
is at least within sight of electoral vic- 


tory, not to use US troops against the 
regime. But it was not until his return 
to Zimbabwe from Mozambique that 
he finally lost his head. 


White men travelling through 
Africa have always assumed that they 
are more important than anyone else. 
When Kinnock and his entourage 
landed at dusk at the wrong airfield 
on the Zimbabwe/Mozambique bor- 
der — a war zone — he expected spec- 
ial treatment. He had just spent more 
than a week viewing the effects of 
South Africa’s war against the front- 
line states, yet he could not hold 
his temper for long enough to with- 
stand being held for an hour in a hut. 
He exchanged abuse with an armed 
lance corporal — he does not like guns 
being waved at him-whom he 
threatened would lose his job. 

Only a week before this incident, 
South African agents attempting to 
free five captured South African 
saboteurs, escaped in an airforce 
helicopter stolen by a Zimbabwean 
airforce captain. The ‘gun-toting’ 
lance corporal who had the misfor- 
tune to meet the Kinnock party was 
only doing his job. 

What fate would meet any black 
African opposition leader who land- 
ed at a British military airfield unex- 
pectedly in peace time, let alone war? 


What fate awaits black people who ar- 
rive on scheduled flights at Heathrow 
with all the right papers? Maybe the 
Kinnocks’ next fact-finding mission 
should be no further than Harmonds- 
worth Detention Centre. 


On his return to Parliament, in- 
stead of making the impact that the 
frontline states deserve, Kinnock was 
greeted with the scorn of Tory racists. 
They, however, would have ap- 
preciated the stiff-upper-lip, the con- 
tempt for foreign culture, redolent of 
Thatcher’s football supporters in 
Europe, which inspired the Kinnocks 
to sing Jerusalem in their darkest 
hour: 


Bring me my bow of burning gold 

Bring me my arrows of desire 

Bring me my sword, Oh clouds 
unfold 

Bring me my chariots of fire 

I will not cease from endless strife 

Nor shall my sword sleep in my 
hand 

Till we have built Jerusalem 

In England’s green and pleasant 
land 


Somewhere, as these refrains drifted 
across a Zimbabwean airfield, there 
must have been a hollow laugh. 
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RACIST 
POLICE 
OFF OUR 
STREETS 


MIKE RUSSELL 


On 20 July I appeared in Bow Street 
magistrates court to answer to char- 
ges of assault on police officers, inthe 
early hours of 17 June, after Soweto 
Day when City AA surrounded the 
Embassy. I asked the police to remove 
a drunken racist who was abusing the 
picket. I was then arrested, assaulted 
and racially abused — typically I was 
then charged with assaulting the 
police! 

The police sergeant who arrested 
me, claimed that the picket was ‘a 
mob likely to damage the Embassy’. 
Asked by Magistrate Robbins if 25 
people was a large picket, Sergeant 
AD69 said ‘Three people can be a 
large picket, these are bad people’! 
AD69 then claimed that I pushed 
aside two picketers and from a stand- 
ing position, kicked him in the test- 
icles. Instead of rolling to the ground 


,in agony, this superman claimed that 


he then arrested me straight away. 

Another police constable then 
claimed that I bit his thumb in the 
police van, and it ‘bled profusely’. He 
meant to imply that black people are 
cannibals I think. Magistrate Robbins 
then asked how I managed to bite him 
when according to the police evi- 
dence I was restrained by four police- 
men all the way to the station. Our in- 
trepid mathematician said, ‘Not four 
your honour, just myself, Sgt Watts 
and PC Tomms and another police of- 
ficer at one point’! Later PC Tomms 
admitted that he had an arm round 
my chest, my arms and legs could not 
move, and in this helpless manner I 
was slung into the police van feet 
first, and sat on all the way to Cannon 
Row Station. 

At this point the magistrate said 
that Sgt Watts was not in the execu- 
tion of his duty and dismissed the 
first charge against me. 

I gave my evidence and explained 
how I was arrested, thrown into the 
police van and called a ‘black 
bastard’. One of the policemen was 
throttling me, calling me a ‘nigger’ 
and saying that the South African 
police know how to treat niggers. I 
went on to tell the court how the 
police treat black people on the 
picket. When the police deal with 
black people they deal with them dif- 
ferently from white people. I was ar- 
rested by four officers and in a very 
violent way. 

But each time I am arrested within 
minutes people from City Group have 
been at the police station demanding 
my release and got me a solicitor. In 
minutes 200 people can be mobilised 
to tell the police not to beat me up but 
to release me, sol feel confident when 
I get dragged off. I don’t need to resist 
arrest or assault police officers. 

The magistrate took a few seconds 

to sum up. He said he was dismissing 
all charges against me. 
@ On 20 July Ken Bodden won a 
civil action against the police for 
wrongful arrest and assault. In 1985 
Ken, who is black and blind, was 
dragged from a picket outside Bow St 
Magistrates Court by plain clothes 
police. He was taken before 
magistrate Barrington-Black, ad- 
monished for making too much noise 
and released. But the police arrested 
him as he left the court, detained him 
for 3% hours and then charged him 
with assault! Later the charges were 
dropped when the police realised 
that they had no power to do any of 
this. Ken was awarded £1,500 dam- 
ages. The police are thinking about 
anappeal, & 


JON KEMPSTER 


Bishop Desmond Tutu speaks at the rally 


| 


Free Mandela! 


CAROL BRICKLEY 


On 11 July, 80,000 people assembled 
in Hyde Park to celebrate Nelson 
Mandela’s 70th birthday. Thous- 
ands marched from Finsbury Park to 
Hyde Park with the 25 Freedom mar- 
chers who had marched from Glas- 
gow to London. In the park a rally 
calling for the release of Nelson 
Mandela heard Archbishop Des- 
mond Tutu, speakers from the ANC 
and SWAPO and a video message 
from Winnie Mandela. 

In South Africa the security police 
prevented any celebrations of Man- 
dela’s birthday, banning even a pri- 
vate party in someone’s home, a foot- 
ball match and a concert in Soweto. 
Students at Cape Town university 
managed to hold a short celebration 
before it was broken up by the police. 

On the Friday before his birthday, 
Nelson and Winnie Mandela announ- 
ced that they would not take advan- 
tage of the regime’s offer of a six hour 
unrestricted family visit on his birth- 
day. Winnie Mandela announced 
that they did not want any privileges 
or special treatment. 

Nelson Mandela has become the 
world wide symbol of the inhumani- 
ty of the apartheid regime, and the 
dignity of black people struggling for 
their freedom. For this reason South 
African agents and supporters have 
been at pains to discredit the move- 
ment over the last month when 
Mandela has been in the headlines. 

First, at the Mandela concert they 
published an expensive ‘official sou- 
venir programme’ to discredit the 
movement. 24 pages long, the pro- 
gramme was handed out by the thou- 
sand at the Wembley concert. It was 
later revealed in the Observer that it 
was produced by an organisation 
claiming to be ‘Conservatives against 
Apartheid’. 

On the Mandela demonstration, 
racists were again at work. Before the 
march and at Hyde Park they distribu- 
ted bogus City AA leaflets headed 
‘Condemn the commercialisation of 
Mandela’s suffering’. The purpose 
of the leaflet was clear — to sow divi- 
sions in the movement. City AA has 
made itclearthat while it has political 
differences with the AAM, it supports 
all initiatives to free Nelson Mandela. 
Unfortunately AAM organisers refus- 
ed to announce that the leaflet was 
bogus. 

Apartheid is under pressure when 
it needs to employ cowardly disinfor- 
mation tactics to discredit its oppon- 
ents. The best way to fight them is 
through unity inthe movement. @ 

@ Following the AAM Freedom for 
Mandelademonstrationon 17 July 300 
people joined City AA outside the 
racist South African embassy. The 
AAM London Committee had also 
called arally outside the embassy that 
evening. City AA’s rally was well in 


progress, brilliantly chaired by three 
black comrades-Ritzy from the 
Black Heroes Theatre Group, Mike, a 
supporter of FRFI and Gary, RCG 
member. 

This was too much for the AAM 

who then began trying to drown out 
the City AA rally. Clive Nelson, full- 
time worker for the AAM, refused 
City AA's offerto share speakers. This 
was explained to the rally. The many 
young black and white people with 
City AA made it clear, loudly and 
militantly, that their interest was 
freedom for Nelson Mandela and not 
sectarianism and refused to stop their 
rally. 
One hour later, Amin Mawani, chair 
of the AAM London Committee came 
back to negotiate and said the AAM 
would share speakers if the City AA 
speakers would restrict themselves to 
speaking only about Mandela and the 
ANC. Andy explained that City AA 
does not place‘fny restrictions on its 
speakers except that they do not at- 
tack any of the liberation movements. 
Mawani replied that this was not ac- 
ceptable. Again everyone in the City 
AA rally rejected this sectarianism 
and called for unity. In reply the 
AAM asked the police to place bar- 
tiers between them and City AA to 
split the rally into two pickets! 

At midnight everyone on the City 
AA rally joined hands to sing Hap- 
py Birthday to Nelson Mandela. The 
rally continued well until the early 
hours of Monday morning. 

On Monday 18 July City AA held 
another rally for Nelson Mandela's 
birthday. Flowers and birthday cards 
were placed on the gates of the em- 
bassy. Again, the rally continued un- 
til very late. 75 people stayed over- 
night on the Non-Stop Picket. Shortly 
before midnight a window at the front 
of the embassy was smashed and 
‘Free Mandela’ written in large let- 
ters on the front portico. 


AAM attacks RCG 
in Manchester 


@ On Saturday 2 July when the AAM 
freedom march was in Manchester, 
AAM stewards joined forces with the 
police to try and stop RCG comrades 
selling FRFI, The stewards screamed 
and shouted at us to stop selling, call- 
ing us ‘fucking Trots’. They then 
physically assaulted Simone pushing 
her to the ground. 

In a display of racism, an AAM 
steward pointed to black FRFI sup- 
porter Mike Russell, suggesting he 
was mentally disturbed and then call- 
ed him a ‘nigger’. They told us that 
they had made an agreement with the 
police to stop papers being sold. 

It was no surprise that only the 
RCG/VMDC contingent was accom- 
panied by mounted police. 

Simone Dewhurst 
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Home Office must 
grant a full review 


Viraj Mendis has applied to take his case to the House of Lords. 
This is the only legal avenue left for him following the High Court 
dismissal of his appeal against deportation on 17 June. Even if 
Viraj does win the right to have his case heard by the Lords, the 
highest court of the land, the same narrow terms of reference that 
have applied to the entire judicial process will also apply to the 
House of Lords. Like the Court of Appeal and the High Court, the 
House of Lords will not consider all the accumulating evidence 
that Viraj’s life is in danger in Sri Lanka. Neither will it consider the 
fact that Viraj has lived in Britain for 15 years, is a settled member 
of the Manchester community and has every right to remain here. 


In June, the English cricket team can- 
celled its tour to Sri Lanka because 
the situation was too dangerous. Also 
in June, Amnesty International pro- 
duced a new report confirming that 
there is a massive increase in torture, 
detention and ‘disappearance’ of Sin- 
halese political activists of all shades. 
The body of the report reads like the 
documents produced during the Nur- 
emburg trials. Yet the British legal 
system purporting to administer 
justice will not take these facts into 
account. Douglas Hurd claims that 
Viraj has had a ‘fair hearing’. This is 
sick. The reality is that the last time 


any evidence was examined was 
more than two years ago. 

In the next period the VMDC will 
be working to force the Home Office 
to grant a full review of Viraj’s case, 
for as Lord Gifford QC put it ina letter 
to Renton: 


«... even if the petition is turned 
down by the House of Lords, there 
are surely now overwhelming reas- 
ons for a reconsideration by the 
Home Secretary of the whole case, 
taking into account matters which 
have come to light since the orig- 
inal decision was made.’ @ 


Independent public inquiry 


ED JONES 


The panel of the independent public 
inquiry into whether Viraj Mendis 
has a well founded fear of persecu- 
tion in the event of his removal to Sri 
Lanka will publish its report in early 
September. The panelists have pub- 
licly stated that the scope of Viraj’s 
judicial process since his July 1987 
judicial review has been too narrow 
to take the reality of the situation in 
Sri Lanka into account. 

Unlike the High Court and the 
Court of Appeal, the inquiry panel 
have heard evidence from a wide 
range of expert witnesses and from 
people who have personal exper- 
ience of the situation in Sri Lanka. 
Evidence has so far been received 
from Amnesty International, Interna- 
tional Alert, Civil Rights Movement 


of Sri Lanka, Asia Watch (a promi- 
nent US human rights organisation), 
Professor Manor a leading American 
academic who has made representa- 
tions on behalf of Tamils on both 
sides of the Atlantic, the Tamil Ac- 
tion Committee, Bishop Reppon who 
has recently returned from a visit to 
Sri Lanka, amember of the LTTE Cen- 
tral Committee, Trevor Rawnsley lec- 
turer, the British Refugee Council 
and others. Besides these several visi- 
tors and expatriates from Sri Lanka 
have made anonymous submissions. 
Not surprisingly the British Home 
Office, the Sri Lanka High Commis- 
sion and the Indian High Commis- 
sion have so far refused to make sub- 
missions despite being invited to do 
so. Indeed the Home Office has never 
put its case about Viraj and Sri Lanka 
for judgement before the courts. Hl 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
FOR VMDC 


On 24 and 25 September, the VMDC 
will hold a national conference - 
*VMDC and Sanctuary: building unity 
in action against deportations’. 

The conference will be working out 
the next steps in Viraj’s campaign to 
prevent his deportation. Of particular 
importance will be discussion on a 
strategy to force the Home Office to 
grant a full review of Viraj’s case and 
lift the deportation order. 

The conference will also provide an 
opportunity for the VMDC to share its 
experience in fighting the racist im- 
migration laws, and in particular its 
experience in using sanctuary as a 
weapon in that struggle. To make this 
experience available to the movement 
as a whole, the conference will pro- 
duce a guide to fighting deportations 
and willestablish a co-ordinating com- 
mittee to assist and develop the anti- 
deportation and sanctuary movement. 

A major political rally on Saturday 
evening reflecting the broad political 
alliance the VMDC has built will be 
followed by a social. 

On Sunday, a plenary session will 
draw together the proposals arising 


from the weekend’s discussion and for- 
mulate aconcrete programme of action 
to take the VMDC and fight against all 
deportations forward. 

With the new Immigration Act com- 
ing into force in August, many more 
people are going to be forced into sanc- 
tuary. The VMDC conference can pro- 
vide a way forward for all those de- 
termined to fight it. Come to the Con- 
ference. 


I/We wish to register for the VMDC 
24/25 September Conference 


Organisation/union .. 


I/We enclose registration fee of 
.. (£10 organisations, 
3 unwaged) 

Fill and return this slip to: VMDC Con- 
ference Committee, c/o North Hulme 
Centre, Jackson Crescent, Manchester 
M15 5AL (Phone 061-234 3168) 


2 
= 
S 
a 
= 
m 

3 
al 

ied 


3 


VIRAJ MENDIS WILL STAY! 


*-@jn To Death in Sri Lanka! ¥- 


Police attack 
VMDC activists 


SIMONE DEWHURST 


Manchester police launched a re- 
newed campaign against VMDC and 
RCG activists in June. The series of 
arrests was no doubt intended both to 
test our ability to respond, as part of 
the build up to a police raid on the 
church, and to divert the resources of 
VMDC at this crucial time for Viraj 
Mendis. 

On 24 June three people were ar- 
rested in Hulme following the usual 
Friday march. The excuse was the un- 
furling of a banner saying ‘Police 
can't stop VMDC’. 

VMDC immediately organised a 
picket of Platt Lane police station to 
peacefully demand the release of the 
arrested comrades. The police sud- 
denly charged out of the station and 
arrested three of the picketers. The 
six have been variously charged with 
assault, breach of the peace and noise 
pollution. 

Asreported elsewhere, on 2 July In- 
spector Swan began a campaign of ar- 
rests of RCG and VMDC activists sup- 
porting anti-apartheid events in Man- 
chester. For four weeks the police 
have tried to smash political activity 
on the streets of Manchester. For four 
weeks RCG and VMDC comrades 
have organised not only to defend 
Viraj but also to defend the right of all 
to march and picket. We call on ev- 
eryone to join us, join the VMDC Fri- 
day marches, RCG street meetings 
and the pickets of SAA. Organise to 
win! 


FREEDOM MARCHERS 
VISIT VIRAJ IN SANCTUARY 


On Friday 1 July, the AAM’s Nelson 
Mandela Freedom Marchers arrived 
in Manchester on their long march 
from Glasgow to London. Ina special 
demonstration of solidarity the Free- 
dom Marchers visited Viraj, with a 
special message from them and the 
AAM: 


‘...The destruction of apartheid 
and racism in South Africa will... 
be a blaw to racists the world over. 
... Your struggle against deporta- 
tion is part and parcel with that 
struggle and we wish you all 
success.” 


It was a pleasure to see Indres Naidoo, 
ANC member and author of Island in 
Chains standing beside RCG member 
Viraj Mendis and AAM leader Alan 
Brookes as well as a representative of 
SWAPO, all united against racism 
and singing South African freedom 
songs in the Church of the Ascension. 
This positive gesture by the AAM was 
unfortunately negated by their sectar- 
ian and racist behaviour on the fol- 
lowing day as the Freedom Marchers 
prepared to leave Manchester (see 
separate report this page) I 


FIGHT CISM! 


Rajwinder 
Singh 
victorious 


AURIEL FERMO 


On Wednesday 22 June Rajwinder 
Singh won his rightto stay in Britain. 
As readers know, Rajwinder has a 
mental age of 13, suffers from epilep- 
sy and needs his family’s care at all 
times. There was no one in India to 
give this care, but the Home Office 
still signed a deportation order. 

Even to the: last Timothy Renton 
displayed his racist contempt. He 
described the campaign to stop Raj- 
winder’s deportation and the 373 
heroic days he spent in sanctuary as 
‘deceit and defiance of the law’. 

Deceit-no. Defiance-yes! The 
decision to use sanctuary and public 
campaigning to save their son is what 
forced the Home Office to back down; 
let Rajwinder come out of sanctuary 
while his case was reviewed and fin- 
ally won through. This is what in- 
furiates Renton and his ruling class 
partners. The support Rajwinder won 
from other campaigns, organisations, 
Labour MPs, in particular Pat Wall, 
and the community threatened to 
further expose Thatcher’s inhumane 
laws. 

Nothing will atone for the years of 
anxiety, but the fight back has meant 
final victory. As Gurdev, Rajwinder’s 
father, told FRFI: ‘We are all very 
happy now. For eleven years we have 
fought to have Rajwinder with us. 
These laws are racist that want to 
deport people. Now we want Viraj 
Mendis to win. We must win this case 
also — then we will be even happier.’ 


Dewsbury: green 
light given 
to racists 


GORDON TEAL 


In FRFI 72 we said the racist cam- 
paign by some Dewsbury parents, re- 
fusing to send their children to the 
predominantly Asian Headfield 
Middle School, would find allies in 
the High Court. Sure enough on 12 
July the racist campaign won its case 
in the High Court on a legal technic- 
ality. The Kirklees council had failed 
to comply with statutory obligations 
about publishing arrangements for 
admissions of pupils to school. This 
means the parents can now send 
their children to the white Over- 
thorpe school. 

Instead of fighting the decision, the 
Kirklees council - dominated by the 
Labour Party and Social and Liberal 
Democrats — capitulated to the courts 
for fear of being surcharged. Typical 
are the comments of councillor Rip- 
ley who said, ‘There was not enough 
room for them to go to Overthorpe, 
but if the courts say they can go we 
will just have to find room. We are not 
in the business of breaking laws.’ 
Ripley’s subsequent vow that multi- 
racial education will continue rings 
hollow in the light of this retreat. 

How strong are the commitments 
of other similarly controlled councils 
to multi-cultural education when fac- 
ed with the’choice of upholding anti- 
racist education or complying with 
the law? 

Agreen light has been given to rac- 
ists who do not want their children 
mixing with black children. In con- 
junction with the opting out clauses 
in Baker’s Education Bill, this deci- 
sion provides the basis for apartheid 
ineducation. 


Police murder admitted 


Nine years after Blair Peach’s death, his family 
have received compensation from the 
Metropolitan Police. SUSAN DAVIDSON recalls 
the events which led to his brutal murder in 


Southall. 


Southall 1979: Police attack anti-fascists 


On 23 April 1979 the National Front 
went ahead with their plans to hold a 
general election meeting in Southall 
an area with many Asian residents in 
West London. 

This was to be the culmination of a 
year of National Front activity which 
had included a brutal attack on the 
black and ASian people of Brick Lane 
in East London on 24 September 
1978. The Metropolitan Police had 
abetted the racist thugs and arrested 
dozens of youths who had organised 


to defend their community. 

In April the Met again supported 
the National Front, this time under 
the pretext of ‘free speech’ and escor- 
ted the tiny mob of fascists to their 
meeting place. The Labour govern- 
ment sent 5,000 police, including the 
notorious Special Patrol Group (SPG), 
into Southall to force the black com- 
munity to submit to the insult of a Na- 
tional Front meeting in their midst. 

The resistance was led by the 
Southall Youth Movement but the 


entire community, supported by 
socialists and other progressive peo- 
ple, mobilised to protest. They had 
not forgotten Swarm Singh Grewal, 
who died ina Southall police station, 
nor 18 year old Gurdip Chaggar who 
was stabbed to death by a gang of 
white youths on the streets of South- 
all in June 1976. 

Over 800 people were arrested and 
342 charged with the serious ‘of- 
fence’ of defending the community. 
Blair Peach was killed. 

He was murdered by a blow to the 
head from a police weapon. His fam- 
ily campaigned for a proper inquest 
and it was during the course of this 
that the contents of police lockers 
were displayed. The array of ‘person- 
al’ weaponry included spiked blud- 
geons. Among the evidence offered 
by the police was that Blair Peach had 
an unusually ‘thin skull’. 

The verdict of ‘misadventure’ re- 
turned by the jury was interpreted by 
the coroner to mean that the police 
has used ‘reasonable force’ to 
disperse a crowd of stone throwers. 
In fact Blair Peach was walking down 
a road leaving the demonstration 
with friends when he was cornered, 
and bludgeoned by the police. . 

After nine years of continuous 
struggle in the courts the family 
have, against all the corruption and 
cover up, won an admission of guilt 
and compensation from the Metro- 
politan Police. The £75,005 paid to 
the family of Blair Peach in July is 
equivalent to the sum that would 
have been awarded if a policeman 
had stood trial and been found guilty 
of killing ‘without lawful excuse’ 
says their solicitor. It is an admission 
of guilt. 

But, as Celia Stubbs, Blair Peach's 
friend, says, ‘the fact remains that the 
policeman who killed Blair Peach is 
still walking the streets of this coun- 
try’. The family will continue to cam- 
paign for the police statements and 
notebooks which were not available 
at the inquest to be made public. @ 


Som R 


TERRY O’HALLORAN 


On 27 June Som Raj finally won his 
right to stay in Britain with his wife 
and two children. The 12 page judge- 
ment, read out by Lady Elizabeth An- 
son, was a typical example of the 
humiliation and emotional torture 
black people suffer under the immig- 
ration laws. 


Every detail-‘of Som Raj's life, and his 
wife Sarjeet’s, was publicly pawed 
over. Whether Som Raj loved Sarjeet 
and how much. The difference in 
their ages. When they met. How they 
met. What each said to friends and 
family. What their families thought 
of the marriage. Som Raj’s personal 
integrity and honesty. Sarjeet’s emot- 
ional state. 


One wonders how Lady Anson 
would survive such a minute public 
examination of her own private life? 
But of course such emotional torture 
is not intended for the likes of Anson 
but only for black people. As Som Raj 
said throughout his four year strug- 
gle: how do you prove that you love 
your partner? 

Not content with this torture An- 
son also engaged in the now routine 
official rubbishing of defence cam- 
paigns. ‘May I say at once that I found 


_] & 
the large number of ‘‘pro-forma”’ let- 
ters counter-productive to the appel- 
lant’s case’ sneered the Lady. At the 
end she claimed to have reached her 
decision ‘in spite of, rather than 
because of, the many representations 
made on behalf of the appellant.’ The 
fact is, without the campaign Som Raj 
and Sarjeet would have been another 


unknown black family torn apart by 
racist immigration laws. 


Having impugned Som _ Raj’s 
honesty, Lady Anson herself did not 
hesitate to lie through her teeth: ‘Fur- 
thermore there are a lot of words 
about ‘‘a black family”’ and racism [in 
the representations] but the laws that 
I have to decide on in this determin- 
ation take no account of colour or 
race.’ 


Interestingly Som Raj’s campaign 
was not the only one to be attacked. 
Lady Anson remarked that ‘some of 
the letters... were often not. really 
trying to help this appellant but for 
political reasons to change the im- 


migration laws and some of the writ- 
ers appeared to be members also of 
other ‘“‘support groups’’ such as a 
group that supports an appellant in a 
completely different case who is call- 
ed Viraj Mendis.’ No finer comp- 
liment could be paid to Viraj 
Mendis. @ 


Leove Bongay 
under threat 


NICKI RENSTEN 


Leove Bongay has had a second ap- 
peal to the adjudicator rejected and 
has been served with a deportation 
order, which she is contesting. 

Leove will be one of the last to have 
the right to challenge a deportation 
order. From 1 August, under the new 
immigration Act, this right will dis- 
appear for black people who have liv- 
ed in Britain for less than seven years. 

Already sections of the Act have 
been phased in, making it a criminal 
offence for airlines to transport ‘illeg- 
al immigrants’ and ruling that men 
bringing wives and families to Brit- 
ain must prove that they have the 
means to support them. The latest 
clause introduced will make it easier 
for the Home Office to implement 
wholesale deportations, and harder 
for people like Leove Bongay to set up 
acampaign. 

Karapatan Na Maiwan/Right to Stay 
Campaign can be contacted c/o Asian 
Women’s Resource Centre, 143 Min- 
et Avenue, Harlesden, London NW10. 
Tel: 01 961 5701 or c/o Commission 
for Filipino Migrant Workers, St 
Francis Centre, Pottery Lane, London 
W11. Tel: 01 221 0356 


STOP PRESS 


On Friday 22 July Marion Gaima lost 
her judicial review. @ 


FIGHT RACISM! 
STRIP SEARCH AT HEATHROW 
AIRPORT 


Gh 27 June Olive Todd James ar- 
rived at Heathrow Airport. She was 
just recovering from an abdominal 
operation. Although she was travel- 
ling on her Jamaican passport Olive 
is also an American citizen. As the 
weather was cold Olive had her coat 
buttoned up. This was the reason of- 
fered later by the customs officers for 
their ‘suspicions’. 

She was taken to a small room and 
strip searched down to the removal 
of her sanitary pad. After an hour 
Olive was released to her waiting 
relatives. 

Olive told FRFI, ‘Iam a nurse and 
have worked with women who have 
been raped. I feel as they do. Iamas 
much against drug trafficking as 
anybody but I feel this to be an un- 
warranted physical assault and 
racist. There were only three black 
women travelling and I think that I 
was picked out because I was travel- 
ling on my Jamaican passport. I in- 
tend to campaign in the USA and 
warn that women who travel to Brit- 
ain may have to take their clothes off 


! before they are allowed to enter the 


country, especially if they are black.” 
RUDY NARAYAN BARRED 


Ebieck barrister, Rudy Narayan, has 
een barred for two and a half years 
for so-called ‘misconduct’. Internal 
correspondence between a trial 
judge and the clerk of Birmingham 
Crown Court shows that the system 
was deliberately manipulated to pre- 
vent Narayan defending two black 
men on riot charges stemming from 
the uprising in Handsworth in 1985. 
The two cases were scheduled for ex- 
actly the same time and day in two 
different courts and Rudy Narayan’s 
‘misconduct’ is that he retained both 
briefs. 


BONN PLAN FOR TAMILS 


iT ie West German Interior 
Ministry is planning to offer 27,000 
Tamils £100 per family to accept 
one-way tickets back to Sri Lanka. 
Tamils who refuse this ‘offer’ will be 
repatriated by force. This is being 
sold as an economy measure which 
will save £35 million per year in 
social security. 
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Hurd: propaganda offensive 


DOUGLAS HURD AND THE 
SUMMER RACE RIOTS 


Babuglas Hurd has cast the first 
stone in arenewed propaganda 
offensive designed specifically to 
pave the way for police violence in 
the inner cities. 

Ina ‘secret’ report to Thatcher 
‘leaked’ to the media, Hurd claims 
that ‘ethnic violence will flare up 
this summer’ and he cites the flash- 
point areas and groups: Sikhs versus 
Hindus in Sparkbrook, Moslems ver- 
sus Sikhs in Southall, Afro- 
Caribbeans against whites in North 
Peckham. 

This report creates a deliberate at- 
mosphere of tribal warfare, ‘black on 
black’ violence. The role of the 
police is then portrayed as that ofa 
neutral peace-keeping force. 
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rchasing and retail prices should be carried 
t after a country-wide discussion. In the 
acess of the reform of retail prices it is 
perative to proceed firmly from the principle 
it the change in prices should cause no harm 
the living standards of the people. 


e changeover of factories to self-financing 
d such forms of labour as the team contract 
d hit the most unprotected part of the worker 
Sa - women with children - hardest. 

y were becoming “‘undesirable"’ labour 
wer’. Zoya Pukhova chair of the Soviet 
omen’s Committee told delegates. 


must learn to distinguish between true 
ional interests and their nationalist 

ersion. Any claims to national 
clusiveness are intolerable and insulting, 

this also for the nation in whose name they 
© voiced. In the spirit of the Leninist tradition 
e should first of all combat one’s ‘own’ 
itionalism and chauvinism, and this 

marily by members of the nationality 


ety organisations must withdraw their 
pport from those communists who, while 
cupying important posts, treat their jobs 
pmalistically, and the needs of citizens with 
Slows indifference. Such officials should be 
missed without delay, and attempts to shift 
per te other executive jobs must be frustrated. 
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‘Nothing of this kind has occurred in this country for nearly six decades’ 
said Mikhail Gorbachev in his closing speech to the 19th All-Union Conference of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU). For four days between 28 June 


er and 1 July 1988, 5,000 delegates participated in an historic event, the most open, 


political debate held in the Soviet Union in their lifetimes. 
DAVID REED reports on Gorbachev's speech 


Significant parts of the conference 
were televised. Edited versions of all 
the speeches (delegates had the right 
to edit their own speeches before they 
were released), including those of 
speakers with their names down to 
speak but unable to do so because of 
shortage of time, were published in 
the press. Journalists from all over the 
world, through press briefings, tele- 
vision and official news agency re- 
ports, were able to obtain a remark- 
ably full picture of the conference 
proceedings. 

This was the first party conference 
held for 47 years, the last one took 
place in 1941. It had been called to 
discuss the progress of perestroika. 
The basic question facing the party, 
said Gorbachev in his opening 
speech, ‘is how to further the revolu- 
tionary restructuring launched in our 
country ...and to make it irrevers- 
ible’ (p3)* 
* 

hang PERESTROIKA 
it was at the April 1985 plenary 
meeting of the central committee of 
the CPSU, one month after Gorba- 
chev had become general secretary, 
that the party laid the basis for peres- 
troika, the economic and political re- 
forms for restructuring Soviet socie- 
ty. The programme was instituted by 
the 27th Party Congress of the CPSU 
(25 February-6 March 1986). Peres- 
troika was the CPSU’s response to the 
dangerous social and economic crisis 

ing the country and, in particular, 
the urgent need to renew and revital- 
ise the stagnating Soviet economy. 

The party @onference had been 
called because the results so far from 
perestroika had been very limited, 
and a significant section of the party 
were, in practice, blocking the re- 
forms. Gorbachev in his opening 
speech said that a large number of 
party organisations were ‘no match’ 
for the tasks of perestroika. The party 
had underestimated the extent and 
gravity of the deformations and the 
stagnation of the preceding period 
(p3). A steelworker from the Urals 
brought home the reality of this dur- 
ing the discussion when he said: 
‘The workers are asking outright: 
where is perestroika? In the shops, 
everything is the same. There was no 
meat, and there still isn't any. Con- 
sumer goods have dropped out of 
sight’. An opinion survey of 11,000 
industrial workers carried out by the 
Institute of Sociology of the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences showed deep 
cynicism about the possibility of 
reform. More than 73 per cent felt 
that so far ‘there are no conditions 
which would really ensure changes. 
Instead of real perestroika we are just 
having a lot of talk’. In his closing 
speech Gorbachev stated that repres- 
entatives of nearly all delegations 
had argued that ‘bureaucratism still 
resists, shows its teeth. ..and puts 
spokes in the wheels’ (p19). 

The economic reforms involve a re- 
duction in the role of state planning, 
the introduction of complete opera- 
tional autonomy (khozraschot) and 
self-financing in many economic un- 
its and the creation of a new private 
sector through the cooperative move- 
ment. In reality the process is being 
deliberately blocked by a bureaucrat- 
i apparatus. Ministries 


producing for the wholesale market 
and a diminishing share going to the 
state. In fact still almost all industrial 
production is accounted for by state 
orders. ‘What is most intolerable’, 
said Gorbachev, ‘is that enterprises 
are being compelled by means of state 
orders to manufacture goods that are 
not in demand, compelled for the 
simple reason they want to attain the 
notorious ‘‘gross output’’ targets’ 
(p4). This distortion was spotted 
much later than it should have been 
and shows that ‘the progress of the 
economic reform calls for continuous 
attention by the CPSU central com- 
mittee and the government’. 

The cooperative movement, essen- 
tially a new legalised private sector, 
is seen as a crucial component of the 
economic reforms. It ‘will open up 
extensive opportunities for resolving 
many of society’s vitally important 
problems’ (p5). In reality this sector is 
so far insignificant only employing 
around 200,000 people and mainly 
providing high cost services. 

Finally a by-product of the political 
and economic reforms introduced 
under Gorbachev's leadership has 
been the upsurge of demands by na- 
tional minorities. Years of neglect 
and instances of Great Russian chau- 
vinism towards national minorities 
has created in some cases a deep re- 
sentment, and the more open politi- 
cal climate has led to increasing 
demands by national groups, some in 
no way progressive, for political, ec- 
onomic and cultural autonomy. In 
Nagorno-Karabakh, an Armenian 
populated enclave in Azerbaijan 
where 126,000 Armenians and 37,000 
Azerbaijanis live, a general strike in 
the period before the conference had 
left the civil authoritities without ef- 
fective control. The demonstrators 
were demanding that Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh come under Armenian control. 
One delegate to the conference point- 
ed out that the socially dangerous 
character of the situation was rooted 
in years of stagnation. These devel- 
opments quite clearly have forced on 
the party an urgent reassessment of 
the implementation of the Soviet Un- 
ion’s nationalities policy, as an es- 
sential part of the process of further- 
ing perestroika. 


* aay MAKING PERESTROIKA 


IRREVERSIBLE 


According to Gorbachev, earlier ef- 
forts at economic reform, in partic- 
ular those of Khrushchev in the late 
1950s, had failed because they were 
not linked with political change, 
with a fundamental democratisation 
of the political system. Gorbachev 
argues that at a certain point the poli- 
tical system resulting from the Octo- 
ber Revolution ‘underwent serious 
deformations’. This made possible 
the despotic rule of Stalin and his cir- 
cle, the repression, crimes and law- 
lessness. The command methods of 
administration resulted from those 
years. The difficulties experienced 
today are rooted, therefore, in the 
system created by Stalin. (p7). 

The decisions of the 20th Congress 
of the CPSU (February 1956), the de- 
nunciation of Stalin and the exposure 
of his crimes by Khrushchev, opened 
the way to overcoming ‘the viola- 
tions of Leninist principles in the life 
of the party and state’. However these 

were not utilised 
importance of socialist 
timated and 


nomic reforms undertaken at the time 
were bound to fail. The stagnation in 
economic and social life continued. 
Economic management became in- 
creasingly concentrated in the hands 
of the party-political leadership and 
the bureaucratic apparatus increased 
out of all proportion. 

During the Brezhnev years ‘the 
machinery of management, which 
had grown to almost 100 national 
ministries and government agencies, 
and 800 in the republics, began prac- 
tically to dictate its will in both the 
economic and political field’. The 
Soviets, and in many respects the 
party bodies as well, were powerless 
in the face of this process. Gorbachev 
concludes that: ‘It is this ossified 
system of government, with its com- 
mand and pressure mechanism, that 
the fundamental problems of peres- 
troika are up against today’ (p7). 

Gorbachev and his supporters had 
called the all-party conference pre- 
cisely to tackle that ‘ossified system 
of government’ and the bureaucratic 
party apparatus which were blocking 
perestroika. Their attack was neces- 
sarily two-pronged. First to call for a 
more consistent and more radical im- 
plementation of the economic re- 
forms and, therefore, the extent to 
which the Soviet economy is in- 
fluenced by market mechanisms. Se- 
cond to demand a thoroughgoing re- 
form and democratisation of the 
Soviet political system. It is in this 
context that glasnost (openness), 
truth and criticism are seen as vital 
aspects of perestroika. 

* 


ye (® ECONOMIC REFORMS 


The conversion of enterprises to 
khozraschot, self-financing and self- 
management and the introduction of 
private enterprise in the form of co- 
operatives are the fundamental feat- 
ures of the economic reforms. At the 
beginning of next year all enterprises 
engaged in material production will 
operate on the basis of khozraschot. 
Gorbachev believes it is now vitally 
necessary to accelerate the conver- 
sion to wholesale trading in the 
means of production, and to com- 
plete it within the current five year 
plan. (p5). 

Underlying Gorbachev’s whole ap- 
proach is that the reforms cannot 
work unless there is a material incen- 
tive for each and every person to be- 
come involved. ‘To put it plainly, the 
reform will not work, will not yield 
the results we expect, if it does not af- 
fect the personal interests of literally 
every person, if it fails to become 
every person’s vital affair’. 

In this context the setting of econo- 
mic norms by work collectives and 
managerial bodies have to directly 
relate incomes with the end result. 
Any improvements in the collectives’ 
work should be encouraged by higher 
incomes. ‘We cannot tolerate any 
form of scrounging. be it overt or 
covert, and any opportunity to lead 
an untroubled life while doing poor 
work’. Wage levelling has to go. 
Wage differentials are crucial incen- 
tives. Enterprises should pay their 
more efficient workers more and ‘cut 
down the incomes of those who are 
lazy, wasteful and idle’ (p5). 

Inagriculture in an attempt to over- 
come what are chronic food short- 
ages, Gorbachev argued for a nation- 
wide programme which would allow 
farmers to lease land from collective 
and state farms and would promote 
diverse contractual arrangements for 


organising and stimulating labour. 
| ‘We must make the farmer sovereign 
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master, protect him against com- 
mand methods and _cardinally 
change the conditions of life in the 
villages’ (p4). 

To encourage the house building 
programme - practically every fami- 
ly is to have a separate flat by the year 
2000 — all bans and restrictions have 
been lifted as to the size and height of 
buildings. Gorbachev also regards as 
reasonable the many proposals on let- 
ting people buy their own flats off the 
state ‘so as to be able to leave them to 
their heirs’. (p4) 

Connected with the economic re- 
form isa pricing reform. The prices of 
raw materials and fuel are too low. 
Cost-efficient methods of production 
are not possible under these condi- 
tions. The retail price of many food 
products, in particular, meat and 
milk, is considerably lower than the 
actual cost of producing them, lower 
than the state’s procurement price. 
The state covers the difference as a 
subsidy to the consumer. This 
‘undermines the incentives for pro- 
ducing these products and gives rise 
to a wasteful attitude’ (p5). Italso has 
led to a growing deficit in the state 
budget which is now so serious that it 
is ‘undermining the stability of the 
rouble and of monetary circulation as 
a whole, and giving rise to inflation- 
ary processes’. (p3) 

The withdrawal of state subsidies 
from products such as basic food- 
stuffs is not without political conse- 
quences as the experience of other 
socialist countries has shown. Gorba; 
chev has made it clear that ‘any 
change in retail prices must on no ac- 
count cause a drop in people’s stan- 
dard of living’. The full amount of 
state subsidies removed from food- 
stuffs would be returned to the popu- 
lation in full as compensation (p5). 
Whether the economy will be strong 
enough to achieve this remains to be 
seen. 

Finally perestroika has implica- 
tions for the Soviet Union’s foreign 
economic policy. In order to make 
use of the advantages of the interna- 
tional division of labour, enterprises 
are allowed extensive access to for- 
eign markets, to establish direct for- 
eign economic ties and start joint ven- 
tures. While relations with the social- 
ist countries are given priority the 
long-term objective is to go over toa 
freely onvertible rouble, building 
broad onomic ties with capitalist 


oika and in the renewal of our society 
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and developing countries. To do this 
successfully, however, the Soviet 
economy will need to achieve the 
levels of cost-effectiveness and pro- 
ductivity of the major imperialist 
countries. 


ee DEMOCRATISATION 
OF THE SYSTEM. 


- Unlessathoroughgoing democratisa- 
tion of the Soviet political system, of 
_ both the state/government bureaucra- 
cies and the party apparatus, took 
place, the crucial economic reforms 
would be blocked and the ‘ossified 
system of government’ would re- 
main, If the system was to be re- 
formed a number of basic steps had to 
be taken which would fundamentally 
change the relationship between the 
Soviet state and the communist par- 
ty, and between both of these and the 
Soviet people. 

What is vital, Gorbachev argued, is 
that millions upon millions of people 
had to be involved in administering 
the country in practice, and not mere- 
ly in word. Further the maximum 
scope had to be given to the processes 
of self-regulation and self-govern- 
ment of society. Conditions needed 
to be created to allow the full devel- 
| opment of the initiative of citizens, 
| representative bodies of government, 
party and civic organisations and 
work collectives. In addition steps 
had to be taken to further the free 
development of every nation and na- 
tionality in the Soviet Union on the 
basis of internationalism. Next came 
two further tasks which were crucial 
to Gorbachev’s reform programme. 
Socialist legality had to be strength- 
ened and there must be a strict demar- 
cation between the functions of the 
party and state. 

Socialist legality had to be radic- 
ally strengthened in order ‘to rule out 
any possibility of power being 
usurped or abused, soas effectively to 
counter bureaucracy and formalism’ 
(p7). The constitutional rights and 
freedoms of citizens has to be 
guaranteed and protected against any 
abuse by the authorities. The central 
principle is ‘everything not pro- 
hibited by law is allowed’. There is to 
be absolutely no departure from the 
principles of ‘innocent until proven 
guilty’ (p10). 

There had to be a ‘strict demarca- 
tion of the functions of party and state 


bodies in conformity with Lenin’s 
conception of the communist party as 
a political vanguard of society and 
the role of the state as an instrument 
of government by the people’ (p7). 
The most pressing task was to restore 
the full authority of the soviets of Peo- 
ple's Deputies, ‘and half measures 
just won't do’ (p8). In electing soviet 
and other representative bodies there 
will be a right to nominate an unlim- 
ited number of candidates, including 
non-party candidetes, and discuss 
them ‘broadly and freely’. There has 
to be strict compliance with democra- 
tic procedures of elections, including 
secret ballots, and the right to recall 
deputies. 

Gorbachev made it clear that the 
communist party will not relinquish 
its role as ruling party (p15). He 
argued that ‘it is very important to 
back the role of the soviets as the peo- 
ple’s representative bodies with the 
prestige of the party’. To do this it 
would be most practicable, as a rule, 
to nominate the first secretaries of 
party committees to serve as chair of 
the respective soviets. The election 


‘would be by secret ballot and if the 


deputies rejected the nomination 
then, says Gorbachev, ‘the party com- 
mittee and the communists will ob- 
viously have to draw the necessary 
conclusion’ (p8). Presumably, they 
would elect a new first secretary of 
the party committee who was accept- 
able. 

A five-year term of office would be 
established for all soviets of people’s 
deputies and those serving in elected 
offices would, subject to nomination 
and approval by soviets, only be 
allowed to serve for two consecutive 
terms (10 years). 

The supreme body of government 
would also be restructured and ex- 
tended. The USSR Congress of Peo- 
ple’s Deputies would consist of 1,500 
deputies, as now, from the territorial 
and national-territorial constituen- 
cies plus approximately 750 deputies 
elected at the congresses or at plenary 
sessions of the governing bodies of 
party, trade union, cooperative, 
youth, women’s, veterans’, academic 
and artistic organisations. The whole 
body would elect from among its 
members a relatively small (400-450 
strong) bicameral USSR Supreme 
Soviet -a standing legislative, ad- 
ministrative and monitoring body —- 
and also elect by secret ballot the Pre- 


sident of the Supreme Soviet. The 
government structure at the top level 
would comprise a Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet guided in its 
work by the President of the Supreme 
Soviet. 

Together with the democratisation 
of state and government bodies goes 
the democratisation of the party. 
‘Democratic centralism was at a cer- 
tain stage replaced by bureaucratic 
centralism’. This happened because 
‘rank-and-file communists lost real 
opportunities to influence the party’s 
activities’ (p11). The prime task is to 
fully restore the Leninist vision of 
democratic centralism, which re- 
quires free and open discussion when 
this or that question is considered 
and concerted action after the majori- 
ty decides it (Resolutions, Section 
2.8), Finally the CPSU is to conduct 
its policies through communists 
working on government bodies and 
in all spheres of the social fabric 

-(p12). 
* 


SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY 
AND PERESTROIKA __ 


A reshaping of foreign policy took 
place at the April 1985 central com- 
mittee and 27th Party Congress in 
line with perestroika (p6). In particu- 
lar it is a concern of Gorbachev and 
his supporters that ‘foreign policy ac- 
tivity should contribute ever more to 
releasing the country’s resources for 
peaceful construction, for peres- 
troika’ (Resolutions Section 1.6). The 
decision to withdraw Soviet troops 
from Afghanistan, the attempt to re- 
solve the Angolan/South African is- 
sue, the withdrawal of Vietnamese 
troops from Kampuchea and the 
agreement with the USA to reduce 
nuclear weapons have all to be view- 
ed in this political context. 
Gorbachev and his supporters 
argue that while the military threat 
from imperialism ‘has not been re- 
moved to this day’ the war danger has 
been pushed back. International re- 
lations, ‘without losing their class 
character, are increasingly coming to 
be precisely relations between na- 
tions’ (p6). The axis of international 
affairs is moving away from confron- 
tation towards cooperation and 
mutual understanding and negotia- 
tions that hold out the promise of 
specific results. ‘Freedom of choice’ 
is a key factor in the ‘new thinking’ in 


NION PARTY CONFERENCE 


PRINCIPLES? 


a world where ‘Sovereignty and in- 
dependence, equal rights and non- 
interference are becoming universal- 
ly recognised rules of international 
relations. 


Fi A RETURN TO LENINIST 
é PRINCIPLES? 
Throughout Gorbachev’s speech 


there is a continual reference to a 
return to Leninist principles. How- 
ever Lenin’s political practice fol- 
lowed from a thoroughgoing theoret- 
ical analysis of the economic, social 
and political conditions at the time 
and changed with a change of these 
conditions. While it might still be ex- 
pedient to use Lenin's authority to 
argue against your conservative op- 
ponents within the party, it is disin- 
genuous to pick and choose some of 
Lenin’s views and then take them out 
of their context. 

There is little point in Gorbachev 
recalling Lenin’s definition of the 
socialist state as one ‘which is not a 
state in the proper sense of the word’ 
(April 1917) if it ceased to have any 
relevance for Lenin’s political prac- 
tice soon after the October Revolu- 
tion. By June 1918 Lenin was clear 
that the dictatorship of the proletariat 
{a class state in the ‘full’ sense of the 
term -something Gorbachev seems 
to suggest was a non-Leninist defor- 
mation (p7)), a regime in transition 
from capitalism to socialism, would 
last for a long time and that a whole 
historical epoch would be necessary 
for the elimination of the state. Is Gor- 
bachev really suggesting that the 
Soviet state has nearly reached that 
point in time? 

Lenin also only briefly put forward 
the idea of the separation of party and 
state, but never elaborated it further 
at the time because it was impractical 
given the fact that communists con- 
stituted a miniscule number of peo- 
ple ina vast population. Lenin’s posi- 
tion, in fact, soon after the revolution 
was that as long as imperialism ex- 
isted a centralised state, led by the 
communist party, would be neces- 
sary to defend the gains of the Oc- 
tober Revolution from a predatory 
imperialism. Does this then explain 


Leninist in any respect) is built 


The CPSU will never again allow a repetition of 
anything resembling the periods of the 
personality cult and stagnation which caused 
deep deformation in socialist society, held back 
its development for whole decades and resulted 
in huge loss of life and countless moral and 
ideological losses 

is not a view many oppressed peoplesé 
would share. 

Yes, Lenin did quite correctly at- 
tack the growing state and party bur- 
eaucracy, precisely because, in the 
very difficult conditions at the time, 
it was succumbing to the prevailing 
backward cultural values and was | 
taking on all the modes of behaviour 
of the old tsarist regime. But it is not 
permissible to turn Lenin into a liber- 
al in order to make that point. 

Gorbachev and his supporters rep- 
resent a section of the ruling group, — 
an educated elite, whose elevation in — 
the Soviet party is closely connected 
with the growth in importance of 
science and technology for the Soviet 
economy in the post-war years. 
‘Without high standards of educa- 
tion, scientific research, general cul- 
ture and proficiency on the job, the 
objectives of perestroika cannot be 
achieved’ (p5). The revitalisation of- 
the stagnant Soviet economy utilis- 
ing the most modern technology and 
scientific techniques is also crucial if 
the Soviet Union is to withstand the 
economic and military threat of im- | 
perialism. Further, as well as advanc- |__ 
ing the interests of the educated 
layers Gorbachev represents, it is also 
vitally important for raising the liv- 
ing standards of the Soviet people. 
That is the key to understanding Gor, 
bachev's strategy. 

Gorbachev and his supporters in 
the party are not strong enough alone 
to defeat the old conservative bureau- 
cracy. They have to appeal to the m: 
lions of rank-and-file communists in 
the party and if necessary through the 
party to the Soviet people. Hence 
glasnost (openness) is an essential 
component of perestroika. It is this 
fact which explains why this remark- 
able party conference has taken 
place. 

However perestroika is not without 
its dangers. The economic reforms 
will certainly lead to a revitalisation 
of the stagnant Soviet economy. But if 
the Soviet economy does not grow 
fast enough the economic reforms 
can lead to unemployment and a fall - 
in living standards for the working 
class. And, as has been demonstrated 
in other socialist countries, they will 
also open the door to a new wealthy 
elite of profiteers, middlemen and 
other get rich quick merchants, intro- | 
ducing a new corrupting influence, 
that of capitalist market values, into 
the Soviet regime. The danger is that 
such developments will acquire a 
political expression in the form of 
new political currents/parties seized 
onand promoted by imperialist inter- 
ests. 

Glasnost, however, can open thi 
way for a return to Leninist values, i 
the Soviet working class re-enters 
political life and becomes:a decisive 
influence on the direction of the party 
and, therefore, the Soviet regime. 
This is the great hope for the future. It 
is why the 19th All-Union Party Con- 


tant historic event that must be wel- | 


why Gorbachev’s foreign policy il tant hie of the CPSU is such an impor- 


around a world where apparently 
non-militaristic, non-predatory im- 
perialism is coming into existence? It 


comed, analysed and discussed by & 
socialists and communists every- 
where. @ { 


FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! AUGUST 1988 @ 


SMASH THE POLL TAX 


The Poll Tax is a direct attack on the working class especially low paid workers, claimants and 
black people. The poor in the inner cities will be hit hardest of all. The rich will gain. The poor are to 
be robbed for the benefit of the rich. TERRY O'HALLORAN and LORNA REID report. 


two adult household in Tower 
: Hamlets, London, will face an 
: increase of £674 (121%). In 

rich Westminster a similar 
sousehold will save £47 per year. A 
wo adult household in Bradford will 
nave to pay £148 more per year. In 
south Bucks (stockbroker country) a 
‘imilar household will save £430 per 


ear. 

Black people will suffer severely 
ecause they are more likely to live in 
nner cities, to have a larger than 
werage household size and lower 
han average earnings. 31% of white 
reople live in Metropolitan areas 
compared with 80% of West Indians, 
5% of Bangladeshis, 71% of Pakis- 
anis and 68% of Africans. The con- 
rast is even more extreme for Inner 
sondon. 4% of all white people live 
n Inner London compared with 38% 
sf West Indians. 

6% of white people live in house- 
3olds with more than three adults 
sompared to 17% of West Indians and 
12% of Asians. 

_ The Policy Studies Institute survey 
3lack and White Britain found that in 
1982 median earnings of white men 
vere about £20 per week higher than 
or West Indian men and £18 higher 
han for Asian men. There was little 
lifference in women’s earnings 
argely because overall women’s ear- 
rings are so low. 

The Low Pay Review Autumn 1987 
stimates that the average total Poll 
fax will be £400 for white house- 
yolds and £800 for West Indian 
10useholds. 

- Aclaimant in Camden will have to 
ind an extra £83 per year or £1.60 per 
week out of already reduced benefits. 
Westminster whilst an employed 

wo adult household will save £47 an 
memployed two adult household 

ill Jose £59.60 per year or £1.15 per 

eek, 
rth on £500 or more per week 
sresently pay 1.8% of their income in 
ates. Under the Poll Tax this will be 
most halved to 1%. Families on 
75-100 per week ( a third of all 
jouseholds) will face an increase 
m 3.7% (rates) to 3.9% (Poll Tax). 
gain the differential will be more 
me for low paid families in inner 
ities. 
_ Anyone who still doubts the reality 
of the Poll Tax should note that a 
working class family in Glasgow with 
wo school leavers at home will pay 
over £1,500 per year. The Queen, 

owever, will save an estimated 
30,000 per year. 


The estimated Poll Tax for a two adult 
household as compared with rates. 


Losers: 

Tower Hamlets 
Camden 
Bradford 


Winners: 

South Bucks 
Elmbridge (Surrey) 
Westminster 


increase. £674pa 
increase £488pa 
increase £148pa 


decrease £430pa 
decrease £336pa 
decrease£ 47pa 


The Queen will save an estimated 
£330,000pa whilst palace servants, 
average income £5,000pa, will have to 
pay £395pa. ‘ 


Aclaimant will have to pay extra: 


Camden 
Tower Hamlets 
Greenwich 
Westminster 


£83pa 
£78.40pa 
£73pa 
£59.60 


It will cost an estimated £435 million to 
collect the Poll Tax (more than twice 
the cost of collecting rates). 


WHO WILL FIGHT THE POLL TAX? 


Ifthe Poll Tax is not defeated millions 
of working class people will be 
plunged into ever deeper poverty. 
But what forces can be relied upon to 
prevent this? 


Certainly not the Labour Party. 
Labour controlled councils through- 
out Scotland are right now sending 
their snoopers into working class 
schemes to force people onto the Poll 
Tax register. 


In Scotland some 25% have either 
refused to register or not yet returned 
their forms. Strathclyde Regional 
Council, despite its claimed oppos- 
ition to the tax, is now sending out 
threats to fine such people. To salve 
their consciences they are also send- 
ing accompanying letters expressing 
their regrets. 

Strathclyde Regional Council have 
not only refused to defy the law, but 
also voted, by. 30 votes to 19, against 
employing all available legal means 
of opposing the tax. 

In England and Wales, despite the 
fact that the legislation has not yet 
become law, councils are already ad- 
vertising for Poll Tax officers. Mar- 
garet Hodge, Labour leader of Isling- 
ton Council, has the nerve to boast 
about the ‘victory’ of ‘forcing’ the 
government to introduce the tax in 
one go rather than phase it in. This, 
says Hodge, ‘removes an unneces- 
sary administrative burden’. Such is 
the character of official Labour 
‘opposition’. 

Neil Kinnock has already denoun- 
ced the campaign for non-payment as 
‘a counsel of despair, fruitless’. 
While 18 Labour MPs have signed a 
pledge to support non-payment, the 
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The poor will pay and the rich will save. 
Meme : 


Labour Party NEC has voted decisiv- 
ely against a non-payment campaign. 

And what of trade unions? NALGO 
is offering trade union membership to 
the scaps who are employed solely to 
implement the Poll Tax whilst refus- 
ing to defend any NALGO member 
who refuses to co-operate with the 
tax. NALGO has now voted, over- 
whelmingly, against boycotting 
work on the Poll Tax. 

The STUC’s idea of opposing the 
Poll Tax is to call a week of action in- 
cluding a fen minute industrial stop- 
page on 14 September. The STUC, 
like the Labour Party leadership, in 
the guise of the Stop It campaign, is 
actively opposing non-payment. 

Those who want an effective cam- 
paign against this tax will have to 
fight the Labour and trade union lead- 
ership. 


SCOTTISH CAMPAIGN HIJACKED 


On 10 July over 300 anti-Poll Tax act- 
ivists gathered in Glasgow only to see 
their campaign hijacked by the Milit- 
ant Tendency with the support of the 
Socialist Workers Party (SWP). 

This right-wing block succeeded in 
suppressing any serious discussion 
on the way forward and imposing a 
bureaucratic Militant dominated 
leadership determined to tie the cam- 
paign to the official Labour and trade 
union movement: a recipe for disas- 
ter. 

The Militant/SWP backed resolut- 
ions took policy-making away from 
the grass roots; excluded ethnic min- 
ority groups, community groups and 
political organisations from repres- 
entation in the leadership; distanced 
the campaign from those refusing to 
register; called for a non-payment 
campaign to be built next April to be 


MYOMLAN / HOOHWNLS NHOP 


led by the very Labour and trade 
union leaders who are already scab- 
bing on the struggle. 


Pollokshields Anti-Poll Tax Un- 
ion’s call for a democratic campaign 
based on maximum participation and 
maximum activity was overwhelm- 
ingly defeated. Yet it was Pollok- 
shields that initiated the conference. 
Anti-Poll Tax activists in Scotland 
must now fight to break the sectarian 
grip of Militant and its SWP hangers- 
on. 


In FRFI 79 we said that ‘by restrict- 
ing all political work to the official 
labour movement the SWP is rapidly 
becoming a right wing block on the 
development of an independent 
working class movement.’ We only 
need to add Militant. 


The SWP reject with contempt 
community organisation in favour of 
a strategy based wholly on the official 
labour movement. At the Chester- 
field conference the SWP denounced 
council tenants as ‘drug pedlars, 
junkies and people claiming homes 
under false names. ’(FRFI 79). 


In their pamphlet Socialists and 
the struggle against the Poll Tax, they 
are more polite: ‘community organis- 
ation stands in stark contrast to the 
power of the workers organised in the 
workplaces’. The SWP not only ex- 
cludes everyone outside the trade 
unions but also ignores the fact that 
trade unionists also live in commun- 
ities, or perhaps the SWP think they 
live in the factories? 

There are more than 40 active anti- 
Poll Tax groups in Glasgow. Pollok- 
shields recently held a 200 strong 
local residents’ demonstration, the 
first ever political demonstration in 
the area. Public meetings attract up to 


Local 
activist 
denounces 
Militant 


Stewart Petrie is vice-chair of Pol- 
lokshields Anti Poll Tax Union. He 
spoke to Terry O’Halloran during 
the conference. 

‘Over 200 people attended our 
first public meeting including re- 
presentatives of the united churches 
of Pollokshields, the tenants assoc- 
iation, the community council, in- 
dividual members of the communi- 
ty, political groups within the com- 
munity and the Asian minority who 
have been extremely active in our 
campaign. Their whole culture, the 
extended family system, is under 
direct attack with this tax. We had 
the first political demonstration in 
the history of Pollokshields, with 
nearly 200 residents. 

‘We're a community-based org- 
anisation on a broad democratic 
front which publicly, on a fortnight- 
ly basis, debates the Poll Tax. The 
committee is then given a mandate 
to carry out the wishes of the public 
meetings. . 

‘We held a meeting of local 
groups in the McLellan galleries 
and took the decision to hold a con- 
ference on 10 July. The aim of this 
conference today was to discover 
the best way forward as community 
based groups, bringing in the trade 
union movement, bringing in the 
Labour Party, the political groups, 
tenants associations, community 
councils. Discussing it openly, de- 
ciding on a policy to carry the fight 
forward. 

‘Unfortunately, the conference 
has not carried out these aims. Ithas 
been usurped by a certain political 
faction. I feel that the group who are 
now trying to control this confer- 
ence are a political faction within a 
political party. They are using this 
conference as a means to attack the 
members within their own party. If 
they were really democratic, if they 
were really concerned about defeat- 
ing the Poll Tax, they would come 
out in the open the same as any 
other group and fight their corner.’ 


200 people. There is clearly a basis for 
an effective campaign in Scotland if . 
the setback of the Glasgow confer- 
ence is overcome. 

In England and Wales anti-Poll Tax 
groups are starting to emerge. Their 
political composition, level of activ- 
ity and level of support varies widely. 
RCG members and supporters are 
working wherever possible in local 
groups and in all-London Against the 
Poll Tax committee. 

In our work in Scotland, England 
and Wales we are campaigning for: a 
democratic campaign open to all 
with equal rights for all; a principled 
campaign based on non-implemen- 
tation, non-co-operation and non- 
payment; an active campaign based 
on mobilising in the communities, 
the trade unions and wherever sup- 
port can be won; an independent 
campaign that refuses to be held back 
by the interests of Kinnock/Willis 
and co. 

Such a campaign can not only de- 
feat this vicious attack on the working 
class but also mark a turning point in 
the fight back against the Thatcher 
government. @ 


INTERNATIONAL 


‘Inthe northa long process ofattrition 
is setting in aimed at destroying the 
Tigers...’ (FRFI 71). One year on 
and no end to the predicted horror is 
in sight. Two reports issued by Am- 
nesty International in June record the 
work of the Special Task Force, 
which was transferred from Tamil 
areas to the Sinhalese south after the 
accord. ‘After the signing... many 
more arrests were made under the 
Emergency Regulations (these pro- 
vide for indefinite detention without 
charge or trial: TR)... By mid-Aug- 
ust 2,000 arrests had reportedly been 
made...in the south’. Those ar- 
rested included JVP, Sri Lanka Free- 
dom Party and Communist Party 
members. ‘The president was re- 
ported to have stated in December 
that members of the JVP had to be 
eliminated and offered the security 
forces immunity from prosecution for 
any action taken in combat’. 

Hundreds of Sinhalese have ‘dis- 
appeared’. The report documents 
some of them, students, teachers, 
farmworkers, bundled off buses, 
grabbed at home, in front of eye wit- 
nesses. The authorities deny making 
any arrests or having records on the 
abducted. Such a fate awaits Viraj 
Mendis. There is the roll-call of tor- 
tures: burning with red hot iron rods, 
beatings with clubs and bars, suspen- 
sion by the thumbs, pulling out of 
finger nails, chilli powder rubbed in 
wounds and genitals, hot needles 
pushed in the penis... Such a fate 
awaits Viraj Mendis. 

Amnesty vigorously condemns the 
Sri Lankan government for refusing 
the International Committee of the 
Red Cross permission to visit its pris- 
ons and the United Nations the right 
to investigate the ‘disappearances’. 


Sri Lanka: one year NOTES 


of the ‘peace accord’ 


A year ago FRFI wrote of the 29 July Indo-Sri Lanka peace accord, 
‘the Agreement cannot hold the fissures that run through Sri Lanka 
together. Indeed, it is threatening to explode them. A military 
intervention is the likeliest response to continued violence and unrest 
in the south.’ TREVOR RAYNE assesses the current situation. 


This is the government which Tory 
ministers call a democracy. 


TIGERS UNBOWED 


Over 3,000 Tamil civilians, 500 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) and 2,000 Indian Army troops 
have been killed since the July 1987 
accord. Currently, the Indian Army is 
engaged in the perversely named 
‘Operation Checkmate’, a search and 
destroy mission aimed at capturing 
LTTE leader Vellupillai Prabhaka- 
ran. It includes heavy artillery bom- 
bardments, helicopter gunship raids, 
population round-ups, torture and 
burning down of houses. It is cur- 
rently focused on the north east of the 
island. 

Gandhi is attempting to force LTTE 
into accepting provincial elections 
which, he hopes, will help redeem 
his political position in India. LTTE 


US Propaganda 
Coup in the Gulf 


ANDY PACEY 


The prospect of peace in the Gulf fol- 
lowing Iran’s unconditional accept- 
ance of UN resolution 598 is welcome 
to anyone who wishes to see an end to 
the eight year old conflict which has 
caused hundreds of thousands of 
senseless deaths. 


This will inevitably lead to claims by 
the Reagan administration of yet 
another foreign policy success. The 
truth is that Iran has been forced into 
submission since the imperialist mil- 
itary machine was unleashed in sup- 
port of Iraq. 

US claims that their massive mil- 
itary presence in the Gulf was design- 
ed to protect shipping and uphold the 
peace have never held water. In fact 
their presence has worsened the 
plight of tankers. Attacks on mer- 
chant shipping increased to 178 in 
1987 from 80 in 1986. The recent 
downing of the Iranian airbus with 
the loss of 290 lives only serves to fur- 
ther demonstrate the brazen hypo- 
crisy of US claims. 

The US attack on Iranian oil in- 
stallations and the destruction of a 
third of the Iranian navy coincided 
with the biggest Iraqi land offensive 
since the war began which finally 
drove Iran back to its own border. 
Following 12 months of defeats and 
the degree of imperialist backing for 
Iraq it is not surprising that the Ir- 
anians have suddenly accepted a 
ceasefire. Hashemi Rafsanjani, the 
speaker in parliament and main or- 
chestrator for peace, admitted as 
much saying ‘the imperialists and 
reactionaries came to Iraq's aid with 
all their might sparing no criminal act 
and seeking to uphold the Baghdad 
regime through massive military, 


financial, political and propaganda 
aids.’ 

The Reagan administration will try 
to use Iran’s plight to justify not only 
its original decision to occupy the 
Gulf with 15,000 military personnel 
and 27 ships butalso to continue their 
presence. By subduing Iran the im- 
perialists have ensured their con- 
tinuing economic and political dom- 
ination of the Gulf region and the 
price they will ask of friendly Gulf 
states such as Iraq is to keep a much 
larger military capacity in the area, 
permanently. The aim is not peace 
but control over the Gulf oil supplies. 
If the US had wanted to stop the war 
eight years ago they could have im- 
mediately introduced an arms em- 
bargo against both sides. 

If any proof were needed that Iraq is 
no innocent party in the war it is 
given by their assault on Iranian posi- 
tions and reluctance to accept the 
peace offer. The Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tariq Aziz has called for talks with- 
out setting a time limit and called for 
Gulf waters to be cleared of mines 
which could take many months. 

The decision to offer a ceasefire has 
serious implications for the funda- 
mentalist leadership in Iran. Rafsan- 
jani has the backing of Ayatollah 
Khomeini but there are many conser- 
vatives who oppose any compromise. 
Indeed the Ayatollah defended him- 
self by saying that reversing his pro- 
mise to fight to the death had been 
‘more deadly than taking poison’, It 
willalso open the way for progressive 
elements still organising within Iran 
to attack the waste of lives and re- 
sources over eight years of war which 
has acheived nothing. The Ayatol- 
lah’s retreat reflects the increasing 
war weariness which is leading the 
people to question the regime and its 
chauvinism. @ 


has declared its readiness to take part 
in elections, but not at the expense of 
sacrificing Tamil ambitions to Sin- 
halese chauvinism, and not while the 
Tamil population are being terrorised 
by an Indian soldier for every 22 civil- 
ians. LTTE demands a permanent 
merger of the north and east provin- 
ces; alterations to the 13th Amend- 
ment; an end to Sinhalese colonisa- 
tion of Tamil areas. The 13th Amend- 
ment, while pretending to devolve 
power on Tamils within the Sri Lan- 
kan state, enshrines in law Sinhalese 
colonial-type rule over Tamils. 

The accord was formed to suppress 
the Tamil national struggle and to 
remove imperialist forces hostile to 
India from the island. To maintain 
the accord India must attempt to 
strengthen the ruling UNP govern- 
ment of Sri Lanka, and to maintain its 
troops on the island, and assuage Sin- 
halese chauvinism, India must be 
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seen to be successfully suppressing 
the LTTE. Yet every day LTTE guer- 
rillas continue to hit the Indian Army 
hard, while the Sri Lankan govern- 
ment retains the services of Israeli 
Mossad agents and ex-SAS officers, 
and continues to be supplied with 
Pakistani and South African weap- 
ons. Gandhi is caught in a trap for, as 
the Tigers’ Batticaloa commander 
recently stated, ‘LTTE is ready and 
prepared to carry on this guerrilla war 
for the next fifty years if necessary — it 
all depends on India’s political in- 
itiative.’ 


DEMONSTRATION 


Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! 
urges all its readers to demonstrate 
in support of the Tamil national 
liberation struggle and against the 
Indian Army atrocities. Rally in Lon- 
don on Sunday 31 July. Assemble 
1.30pm, Marble Arch for a march to 
the Temple. Organised by the Tamil 
Eelam Support Committee, 54 Tavi- 
stock Place, London WC1. Tel: 01- 
837 7162. 
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Richard Melton, expelled US ambassador who fomented counter-revolution. 


SANDINISTAS COUNTER US SUBVERSION 


On 11 July the Nicaraguan government expelled US ambassador Richard 
Melton and several ofhis staff for destabilising the country. The mouthpiece of 
the Roman Catholic church hierarchy, Radio Catolica, was suspended 
indefinitely, and the CLA-funded La Prensa was shut down for 15 days. 

Atthe time of Melton’s arrival in Nicaragua in mid-May, the Mexican paper 
El Dia reported a CIA destabilisation plan based on funding internal 
opposition groups. The idea is that the internal opposition provoke civil 
disobedience, forcing the Sandinistas to use repression which is then 
photographed, broadcast, etc., and used by Reagan to renew military funding 


for the contras. 


The end of June visit by US Secretary of State Shultz to its four US Central 
American puppet regimes was aimed at lining them up behind a contra aid 


programme. 


US embassy officials were identified urging demonstrators against the 
Sandinistas in Nandaime on 10 July. Clashes with Sandinista police took 
place. At this point the Sandinistas’ patience gave out! Every concession they 
have made since the regional peace accord last August has been demanded by 
the US government only to be condemned upon concession as merely a 


cosmetic! 


On a recent visit to Cuba, Nicaraguan President Ortega stated that the 
Nicaraguan revolution had aroused the hopes of struggling peoples whom the 
United States had tried to convince that revolutions were impossible in Latin 
America and the Caribbean after the victory of the Cuban Revolution. This 
notion is refuted by the victory of the Nicaraguan Revolution, whose example 
is what most concerns the United States government. 


Revolution is possible! 


Mike Webber 


INTERNATIONAI 


MEXICO: CORRUPT ANI 
CRISIS RIDDEN 


Eleven days after Mexico's 6 July 
election the expected victory was 
declared by the Institutional Revol- 
utionary Party (PRI). Their candid- 
ate, Carlos Salinas de Gortari, in 
countering the threat of the Nationa 
Democratic Front, NDF, led by 
Cuauhtémoc Cardenas, promised 
greater democracy and a fair elec- 
tion. However, a fraudulent win ha: 
been diagnosed by many political 
observers including the two main 
opposition parties. In response to 
evidence of fraud the people took te 
the streets in their hundreds of 
thousands to protest. 

Since the 1910-1917 revolution, 
when the PRI took power, the PRI 
have held unchallenged power. Ca 
denas fought inside the PRI and fin 
ally last year broke away and built t 
an alliance with a number of small 
but influential left wing parties. 

Cardenas is the son of a former 
Mexican president, who national- 
ised oil in the 1930s, distributed 
land to the peasants, and poured a 
popular front-style movement into 
the corporatist mould of the PRI. 
This background enabled Cardenas 
to appeal to the peasantry, the 
workers and many outside the PRI 
monolith. The writing was on the 
wall for the PRI after the 1985 
earthquakes when one million 
Mexicans instantly organised 
themselves and revealed the PRI 
as an emperor with no clothes. Thi: 
and the mobilisation on the streets 
against the election fraud show the 
growing confidence of the Mexicar 
masses. 

Dean Jacks« 


EL SALVADOR- 
US POLICY IN CRISIS 


Ga Salvador’s spring electoral far 
saw victory, and control of the 
legislative assembly, for the AREN: 
party founded by death squad chief 
Roberto D’Aubuisson. The death 
squads are stepping up their activit 
death squad killings in the first fou 
months of 1988 are triple what they 
were for 1987. The terror has failed 
to hold back the popular struggle. 
On 1 May over 60,000 people 
demonstrated to demand an end to 
US intervention and human rights 
violations, and the formation of a 
new government including the 
FMLN/FDR. 

FMLN commander Joaquin 
Villalobos, pointing to the 60 per 
cent abstention in the elections 
(impressive given that voting is 
compulsory) observed that ‘the 
abstentions seriously weakened ani 
undermined the counter-insurgenc 
programme. The situation that was 
generated during the elections is 
undeniable: dual power was right 
there in the capital, the speeches ar 
juggling acts notwithstanding’. 
FMLN activity has been stepped up 
with the occupation of a 
hydroelectric dam on 11 May with 
over 120 government casualties an¢ 
the cutting of over half the country’ 
main power lines in sabotage actior 
from 11-20 May. 

US counter-insurgency strategy i 
looking played out. The political 
and military influence of the 
revolutionary forces is advancing 
again. Washington is worried: $2 
million a day has not bought its 
stooges anything more than time, 
and that is running out! 

Mike Webb 
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john, could you tell us about the cam- 
paign against extradition? 
Probably 80% of the Irish people are 
ppposed to extradition because of the 
well known litany of cases, the Bir- 
mingham Six, the Guildford Four, 
the shooting of Aidan McAnespie, 
the release of Corporal Thain, the 
Gibraltar murders. They feel that an 
irish person, for racist reasons, 
would not get a fair trial in Britain. 
Some of that has been deflected by 
4 ughey pulling one of his many 
| okes with his so-called safeguards. 


¥ rat was the response to the 
\ -Veigh case? 

\ ost people were happy. Almost as 
> ppy as they were at winning the 
sccer match. 

You got the pro-British politicians 
Hen screaming blood. 90% of the 
ime you get bad decisions from the 
sourts. When we protest we’re told 
ihere’s an independent judiciary. 
When the establishment get the odd 

verse they criticise the same ‘inde- 

ndent'’ judiciary. Irish people are 
fad to see the system beaten anyway. 
Nobody has been extradited yet 
which is of some significance. 
daughey probably has a certain fear 
#f his own supporters. 


Who is involved in the campaign? 
© campaign is reasonably broad- 
sased. Among the sponsors you have 
Saptain Kelly of the famous arms trial 
vho’s on the Fianna Fail national ex- 
cutive, myself and Matt Merrigan 
who are left wing trade unionists, 
Veil Blaney who’s a sort of national- 
st Kevin Boland who’s a nationalist, 
Jes Wilson a people’s priest in the 
six Counties. The left, Republicans 
nd nationalists generally. 
_ There’s a number of views in the 
ampaign. My view is that all of the 
mti-imperialist issues are linked: the 
— searches, Operation Mallard 
hen they swept the country like a 
hower of demented ducks; police re- 
ression North and South; all that 
ea. 
_There’s a small group who like to 
pafine it merely to extradition. 
here are people on the left like 
pyself who would go even further 
> d link it to issues like the health 
ts and education cuts. 
Most people would go as far as the 
tradition itself, press. censorship 
d general repression. There would 
a significant minority in favour of 
ying it into the social issues as well. 


 & Fianna Fail have 
interned people, hanged 
people with a borrowed 
British hangman, 
Section 31 of the 
Broadcasting Act was 
brought in by Fianna 
Fail, not by 
Cruise O’Brien. J 


fe’ve been arguing for some time 
sat the issue of the Southern ruling 
}ass cannot be avoided. There has to 
e a political struggle against them. 
resumably within the campaign 
bere must be quite different views on 
pat aspect? 

ty different views, Some of them 
-nestly held and some dishonestly 
_id. Kevin Boland now is very good 
_ the national question though he 
.s a Minister of Justice in a Free 
-ate government. He would accept 
»mmon ground with me on the na- 
onal question but we'd have dif- 
ences on the economy. 

Sinn Fein’s present strategy now is 
an-Nationalism. You have Adams 


king to Hume with. Haughey’ s.| 


INTERVIEW WITH JOHN MITCHELL 


Revolutionary trade unionist John Mitchell. 


GERARD LIVETT 


JOHN MITCHELL is general secretary of the Irish Distributive and Allied 
Trades Union (IDATU), the fourth largest Irish-based union. IDATU is a militant 
and growing union. It supported the Dunnes stores strikers during their historic 
campaign against apartheid produce. One of Ireland's leading left-wing trade 
unionists, John Mitchell not only supports the struggle against apartheid but 
also the struggle against British imperialist rule in Ireland. He, and his union, 
have been suspended from the Irish Congress of Trade Unions because he 
publicly described the Six Counties trade unions and the ICTU Northern Irish 
Committee as a ‘Mafia’ and ‘Uncle Tom’ unions. He has refused to recant. He 
iS now involved in the campaign against extradition. Inside and outside the 
Republican movement debate is growing about the way forward especially in 
relation to the Southegn ruling class. John Mitchell represents one important 
trend in that debate. He talked to TERRY O'HALLORAN in London on 16 
June at the Non-Stop Picket Soweto Day Rally. The views expressed in the 


interview are, of course, his own. 


blessing. And, as a sort of quid pro 
quo, Sinn Fein are not attacking Fian- 
na Fail, I think the campaign is going 
to fail for that reason. 

I think after a certain period of time 
people will be quietly extradited. 


De Valera: ‘Labour must wait’. 


The question of the Irish ruling class 
has been a problem for some time. 
About 80 years. De Valera said labour 
must wait. Gerry Adams says social- 
ism is not on the agenda. 

Sinn Fein has made its mind up, re- 
cently and publicly. Sinn Fein is for 
Brits Out and we’ll deal with the 
structure of the state afterwards. I 


| wouldn't support that position and 


people who think like me wouldn’t. 
There’s no point in having the Brits 
out and having Haughey, Paisley and 
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& Sinn Fein is for 
Brits Out and we'll 
deal with the structure 
of the state after- 
wards. | wouldn’t 
support that position. ] 


John Hume running the country. It 
would be exactly the same as before. 

There’s a lot of resistance within 
the Republican Movement on this 
strategy especially within the pris- 
ons. I would say even within the 
army. 


Is the campaign built within the 
working class or is it seen as getting 
‘respectable’ support? 

Again you would have the two ten- 
dencies. Sinn Fein have this roman- 
tic view that in some way Fianna Fail 
are slightly more radical than Fine 
Gael or O’Malley’s gang, which 
they’re not really. 

Fianna Fail have interned people, 
hanged people with a borrowed Brit- 
ish hangman, Section 31 of the 
Broadcasting Act was brought in by 
Fianna Fail, not by Cruise O’Brien it 
was brought in by Gerry Collins the 
present Minister for Justice, they 
brought in the Forcible Entry Act 
which has been used against trade 
unionists. I don’t see any difference 
between Fianna Fail, Fine Gael, the 
Progressive Democrats or indeed the 
Labour Party. But Sinn Fein is talking 
about these famous Fianna Fail grass 
roots. 

The left, which would include 
some of the Sinn Fein grass roots, 
would say ‘a plague on all their 
houses’. 


Fianna Fail leader Charles Haughey: no friend o 
republicans. 


So how do you see a movement 
against imperialism and the South- 
ern ruling class developing? 

There are still a lot of left wing people 
who believe the national question is 
important. My basic premise is that 
the two theories, the Sticky theory 
that you look after the social ques- 
tions and ignore the national ques- 
tion and the Provo theory that you get 
the Brits out and then you deal with 
the other, have both failed. There’s 
no reason why you can’t do both at 
the same time. 

I hold that view very strongly and 
there’s a lot of people now would 
share that view. A lot of the prisoners 
would share that view. The League of 
Communist Republicans, the group 
within the Kesh who brought out 
Congress 86, would share that view. I 
disagree with their call for a Republi- 
can Congress but their analysis is 
very good. They’re very influential 
people. 

The two wings of the IRSP have 
that view but they’re not relevant any 
more. They’re too discredited. 

Sinn Fein have lost about a third of 
their membership in Dublin simply 
because they have no politics. I 
would guess that most of those would 
identify with this kind of line. I 


Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams. 


would be hopeful that out of all those 
groups, the left wing of the trade 
union movement that sees the na- 
tional question as relevant and the 
people who come from a Republican 
background who see the social issues 
as relevant, something could emerge 
over the next year or two. 


You got into trouble over remarks 
you made about the trade unions in 
the Six Counties. 

I was suspended from the Congress 
committee over that and the union 


was subsequently suspended from 
the Congress, I made the very true 
point that trade unionists in the North 
have never spoken out against repres- 
sion. 
They’ve actually collaborated with 
it. They’ve been on all sorts of com- 
mittees. Terry Carlin, the Northern 
Ireland officer, was on the Standing 
Advisory Commission on Human 
Rights which whitewashed strip 
searching. I asked him atan executive 
meeting to either resign from Con- 


| gress or to resign from the Commit- 


tee. He did neither. 

We're still suspended. I don’t pro- 
pose recanting. I can’t tell lies. The 
unions in the North are run by the CP, 
by and large. They’ve got a certain 
amount of power they think. They 
have presided over the discrimina- 
tion in Shorts, Harland and Wolff 
over the years. They never said any- 
thing about it because it would alien- 
ate the Protestant working class. 
That's the same as alienating the 
white South African working class. 
They've never produced anybody 
who was in favour of socialism. 

It is an anti-working class body. 
You can’t paper over the cracks in the 
name of imaginary unity. 


& Trade unionists in the 
North have never spoken 
out against repression. 
They’ve actually 

collaborated with it. J 


Do your members support your 
stand? 

I got 19 to 1 support. We represent 
probably the most exposed area in 
the economy. Young workers, a big 
turnover of staff. 1 think the reason 
that I get support from the members is 
simply because we do the basics very 
well. 

We back people. We probably have 
more strikes than all the other unions 
in Ireland put together. And if people 
want to go on strike we don’t ever 
have unofficial strikes. As a friend of 
mine said, the cure for unofficial 
strikes is to make them all official. 

We back our members and I think 
they say if they’re sound on strikes, 
they’re probably sound on the 
broader issues. 


EXTRADITION 


The Irish government continues to 
do Britain’s bidding by handing 
over Irish political prisoners. 

Paul Kane is the latest Irish Re- 
publican to have the threat of ex- 
tradition to a British court hang- 
ing over him. Paul Kane has been 
on remand for three years. All 
serious charges against him have 
been dropped and even if he was 
found guilty he would have to be 
released shortly. Yet High Court 
Judge Costello has continued to re- 
mand him back into Portlaoise 
prison to facilitate extradition. 

On 5 July he was finally ordered 
to be extradited. The Dublin gov- 
ernment applied to have Kane 
flown to Belfast. This would have 
avoided a border hand over to the 
RUC and the inevitable protests 
which would have accompanied 
this. Kane’s lawyers successfully 
appealed against the attempt to fly 
him to Belfast and are challeng- 
ing the extradition order as a 
whole. 


Gary Clapton 


PRISONERS FIGHTBACK 


From Lindholme to Longriggend: prisons explode 


TERRY O'HALLORAN 


In June there was a major distur- 
bance at Haverigg prison. Then, on 
16 July, Lindholme blew. Lindholme 
is a converted RAF camp and holds 
880 male prisoners, mostly Category 
C. Approximately 100 prisoners took 
part in the protest. Sixteen escaped 
though only two are still free. 

By the time the prison officers had re- 
established control six of the camp’s 
seven blocks had been damaged. At 
least 46 prisoners were subsequently 
transferred out. 30 ‘ringleaders’ had 
been ghosted out the weekend before 
the protest. 


The cause of the protest is believed 
to be the stricter regime introduced 
by new governor Dai Thomas who 
took over just three weeks before. 
Thomas’ previous posting had been 
at grisly Risley (see report on this 
page) so it is not difficult to believe 
that his arrival would cause trouble. 


Then on 19 July resistance flared 
up at Longriggend remand centre in 


Ten years 


ROBERT MAUDSLEY, HMP DURHAM 


On 29 July 1988 I will have been de- 
tained against my will and protests 
on Rule 43 GOAD [Good Order and 
Discipline] for a period of ten con- 
tinuous years without rest or respite. 
I was placed in solitary confinement 
at Wakefield control unit (F Wing) on 
29 July 1978. Apart from numerous 
10/74s to other prisons where I am 
always placed in the punishment 
block, in strip cells, special cells or 
cages like I am now at Durham jail, I 
have spent the last fen years in the 
control unit at Wakefield. 

The control unit at Wakefield is 
designed to modify and alter the in- 
mate’s behaviour. In reviewing the 
literature on the special isolation unit 
in New South Wales, Australian psy- 
chiatrist Dr WE Lucas concluded that 
solitary confinement: 


‘Can produce profound alterations 
in thought, mood and behaviour 
and it influences prisoners strong- 
ly towards compliance with the 
demands of their custodians. If it is 
applied systematically with the 
aim of producing these effects, or 
used for long periods as a punish- 
ment it must be defined asa torture. 
It may be torture when used in 
behaviour modification program- 
mes no less than when used for 
interrogation.” 


I have gone through that behaviour 
modification programme for ten 
years now. I am left wondering how 
much longer! will have to go through 
it since the authorities have given me 
no indication whatsoever as to how 
many more times they will systemat- 
ically ‘‘rubber stamp’’ and renew my 
period of solitary confinement. 

This being my tenth anniversary in 
solitary, it is a record in British penal 
history but it was not a record I set out 
to achieve. It is a record of man’s in- 
humanity to fellow man imposed 
upon me by a brutal barbaric prison 
regime. operating in the Wakefield 
control unit which I have no inten- 
tion of kneeling to. Hence, because of 
my unwillingness to co-operate and 
modify my behaviour to their set re- 
quirements, my tenth anniversary is 
fast approaching. 

I am asking for the support and 
help of all at FRFI and all inmates 


Scotland. 80 prisoners took to the 
roof to protest against conditions in 
the centre. The prisoners came down 
that night. 

The prison authorities moved 
swiftly to suppress news of the pro- 
test. The police cordoned off the area 
for a square mile around the centre. 

Initially the prison authorities had 
admitted that the prisoners had dis- 
played banners, presumably with 
their demands. Later, however, this 
was denied. The story was put out 
that the protest was caused by pris- 
oners fighting with each other about 
the television. The press were kept far 
away from the prison so that this lud- 
icrous tale could not be challenged. 

The next candidate for a major ex- 
plosion is the infamous Glenochil 
where so many young prisoners have 
died. On 21 July the media were 
allowed to go into this stinking hell 
hole. Some prisoners managed to 
shout their grievances out. 

One said ‘I complained about my 
mattress getting soaked by urine run- 
ning under the cell door. And they 
beat me up and took it away’. Anoth- 


in solitary 


who read FRFI by providing written 
statements of their own experiences 
in the control unit at Wakefield or on 
Rule 43 GOAD in other prisons. 
Please send such stdtements on my 
behalf c/o FRFl as I hope to undertake 
legal proceedings against the gover- 
nor at Wakefield and the Home Sec- 
retary. I will shortly be visited by my 
solicitors to set such proceedings in 
motion, “Dut we need written state- 
ments from the inmates on 43 GOAD 
not 43b protection to support and 
strengthen our case. 

It is shortly my tenth anniversary, 
this year or next year it could be 
anyone else’s anniversary because of 
the ambiguous wording of Rule 43 
GOAD as defined by Prison Rules 
1964. It needs to be challenged and 
altered to prevent further mental tor- 
ture of fellow inmates. I hope you can 
give me your support and full help to 
challenge this barbaric regime of 
repression and restriction. 


PRISONERS FUND 


FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIAL- 
ISMI is the only newspaper which con- 
sistently covers the brutality and the 
fightback within the prisons. FIGHT 
RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM! goes 
into nearly 40 prisons in Britain, Ire- 
land and throughout the world. Every 
month new prisoners write in to ask for 
the paper to be sent to them. 
Each month it costs £66 to send our 
newspaper into prisoners. A subscrip- 
‘tion for a prisoner costs £7.50 and 
prisoners cannot afford to pay this. We 
are appealing to our readers to take 
out a subscription for a prisoner, or 
better still make a regular monthly con- 
tribution to our Prisoners Fund (please 
send for a standing order form) 
0 lenclose a donation of £ 
to help pay for a prisoners subscription 
to FRFI. (Cheques/POs payable to 
Larkin Publications) 
O Please send me a standing order 
form. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


Return to FRFI, BCM Box 5909, 
London WC1N 3XX. 


er: ‘I’ve had to go 18 days without a 
wash. My girlfriend came in with my 
year old baby daughter to visit and 
the lice were dripping from my hair’. 

Prisoners in A Hall have been on 24 
hour lock up since early May when 
there was a protest against staff 
brutality. When the media wentin, in 
July, many prisoners had been con- 


section of Haverigg Prison's burnt-out shell. 


tinuously locked up, literally unable 
to leave their cells to wash or slop out, 
for up to 18 days. 

The place stinks of urine and ex- 
crement. The floors are running with 
urine and decaying food is splattered 
everywhere. All the staff are now 
routinely decked out in full riot gear 
complete with shields and batons. 


Sooner or later Glenochil will blow. 

These are the inhuman conditior 
prisoners are made to suffer. Ne 
Kinnock found it intolerable that b 
should be kept in a hut for an hour « 
so. Will he therefore open his mout 
on behalf of prisoners in Britain cram 
med three to a cell with their own pis 
pots for 24 hours atatime? @ 


Death and decay in Risley 


ALEXA BYRNE 


‘Male inmates remanded to Risley 
enter an institution which is pro- 
foundly depressing ...they are for 
most of the time forgotten people’ - 
Stephen Tummin, HM Chief Inspec- 
tor of Prisons. 


Nearly every page of the Prison In- 
spector’s report details the daily hell 
that prisoners in Risley Remand Cen- 
tre are subjected to. The govern- 
ment’s own Chief Inspector exposes 
the ‘barbarous and squalid’ ‘appall- 
ing and totally unacceptable condi- 
tions’ of the jail. There were three 
suicides at Risley in the summer of 
1987 in the space of five weeks. The 
report was rushed through in re- 
sponse to these deaths. 

Risley was opened in 1965 to hold 
608 prisoners-514 men and 94 
women. It currently holds 956 —- 831 
men and 125 women. 631 of the men 
are on remand and 84 of the women. 
14% of the prisoners are black. 

Arrival at the Centre for many peo- 
ple follows a long journey- 
sometimes of 100 miles in vans with 
30 people crammed into 3 cells anda 
channel for urine running between 
the cells. The reception room’s 
‘cages’ are very dirty and scruffy, 
some with toilets in full view-and 
new inmates have to change into 
prison clothes and eat here. No infor- 
mation cards, rule books or reading 
material are allowed to new 
prisoners. 

The whole jail is ina state of decay, 
particularly two of the men’s wings, 
Band C. ‘Squalor, low ceilings, poor 
lighting, overcrowding, slopping 
out’ and small cells. Because the pris- 
oners spend more than 20 hours a day 
in the cells, they are forced to throw 
rubbish, dirty clothes and excrement 
out of the windows and are not sup- 
plied with cleaning materials. Steel 
mesh grills have been fixed over the 


windows and the debris collects 
here. The windows are fixed and 
made of polycarbonate sheeting, so 
there is no ventilation to the cells and 
very little natural light. 

Arrangements for serving food are 
disgusting and unhygienic. First the 
women’s wing is at some distance 
from the kitchens so by the time food 
reaches them it iscold. On the ground 
floor of C wing the serving area is next 
to the toilets and both areas are ‘dirty 
and dilapidated, and need complete 
refurbishment’. The canteen for B 
and C wing (‘in an appalling condi- 
tion’) had, until recently, a leak from 
the recess area above and is very 
cramped. 

One of the most serious findings of 
the inspection is the total lack of care, 
supervision or even acknowledge- 
ment of those prisoners who are men- 
tally ill and suicide risks. No Suicide 
Prevention Management Group has 
been set up under Circular Instruc- 
tion 3/1987 — in fact this CI has not 
been observed at all. No training in 
suicide prevention measures has oc- 
curred at the centre. The cursory 
general medical examination of pris- 
oners at reception makes no assess- 
ment of suicide risk. Four prison of- 
ficers in reception did not know any- 
thing about form F1996 (relating to 
suicide risk) and the POA has in- 
structed POs not to fill the forms in 
anyway until they have received 
suicide prevention training. 

‘Between 1 February 1987 and 30 
January 1988, 216 inmates were 
notified as possibly suicidal by the 
police...They were all put into 
single cells.’ This is contrary to 
Paragraph 37 of C13/1987 which 
states that suicide risk prisoners are 
not to be alone. 

The first question asked by the doc- 
tor at reception is ‘Do you consider 
life worth living?’ One man who re- 
plied ‘No’ was put on normal loca- 
tion. In the women’s section 14 


prisoners were mentally disturbe 
and should have been in outsic 
hospitals. Six of these women su 
fered ‘gross personality derang 
ment’ but because of a dispute ov: 
staffing levels they were held on no 
mal location, not in the hospital. 

The Chairman of the Board « 
Risley comforts himself with his vie 
that the suicide rate at the centre 
‘no worse than at any other large it 
stitutions holding reman 
prisoners’. In fact the suicide rate i 
Risley is rising. From 1980 to 196 
there were two. In the following thre 
years there were five — a threefold it 
crease. The Chairman, governor an 
Home Office have presided over th 
death and decay that is Risley. The 
simply administer the nightmare « 
Thatcher’s prisons. 


POWs birthdays 


Stephen Nordone 2 August 
No. 758663 

HMP Gartree 

Leicester Road 

Market Harborough 


Leics. LE16 7RP 


Paul Kavanagh 
No. 1888 

HMP Leicester 
Welford Road 
Leicester LE2 7AJ 


Ronnie McCartney 3 September 
No. 463799 

HMP Gartree 

as above 


12 August 


Paul Hill 

No. 462778 

HMP Long Lartin 
South Littleton 
Evesham 

Worcs. WR11 5T2 


13 August 
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US murder in the gulf ORGANISE 
ta WITH FRFI 


Iranians burying the bodies of those murdered by America. 

NICK LEWIS exposes the US murder of 290 people on 
IR 655 and the US attempts to lie its way out of its guilt. 
The Western media have repeatedly tried to compare the 
US mass murder in the Gulf with the Soviet Union’s 
shooting down of KAL 007 in 1983. TERRY O'HALLORAN 
examines the truth behind that incident. In fact both cases 
reveal the US ruling class’ contempt for civilian lives and 
its willingness to risk mass murder to achieve its military 

and political aims. 


On Sunday 3 July the Amer- 
ican warship USS Vincennes 
fired two heat seeking mis- 
siles at an Iranian airliner on 
its scheduled flight from Ban- 
dar Abbas to Dubai. The plane 
was blown out of the sky. 290 
people were killed. While Ira- 
nians searched the sea for 
their dead, Thatcher declared 
‘We fully accept the right of 
_ forces engaged in such hostili- 
ties to defend themselves’. 
From the moment the USS Vin- 
cennes carried out its act of wan- 
ton mass murder the US admini- 
stration was issuing lies. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keith Sch- 
neider claimed ‘an Iranian F-14 
_ was approaching the Vincennes 
at a high rate of speed’. Harrow- 
ing Iranian television pictures 
(dubbed ‘propaganda’ by the 
Western media) showing rescue 
workers retrieving the bodies 
floating in the sea, forced the US 


to change its story. 

White House spokesperson 
Martin Fitzwalter said ‘in a pro- 
per defensive action . . . an Ira- 
nian airliner was shot down.’ 
Admiral William Crowe, chair 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, went 
further and directly blamed the 
Iranians for the murders: 


- 

‘This aircraft [the airbus] 
headed towards the Vincen- 
nes and commenced closing 
at high speed . . . The suspect 
aircraft was outside the pre- 
scribed commercial air cor- 
ridor. 

‘A warning was sent on 
both military and civilian dis- 
tress frequencies... but the 
aircraft neither answered nor 
changed its course. There 
were electronic indications 
on Vincennes that led it to 
believe that the aircraft was 
an F-14,’ 


Officials added that the plane 
was flying at 7,000ft and 
descending into an ‘attacking 
position’. Reagan used these 
tales to dismiss the incident as 
‘an understandable accident’. 

The US story was soon shown 
to be lies. 


e IR 655 was a normal commer- 
cial twice weekly flight from 
Bandar Abbas to Dubai, as listed 
in the Official Air Guide pub- 
lished monthly in the US and air 
travel guides. 

e At all times the plane was 
well inside the eleven mile wide 
international civilian air cor- 
ridor across the Strait of Hor- 
muz. This was confirmed by the 
Italian frigate Espero. 

¢ 30 miles out of Bandar Abbas 
IR 655 was flying at 12,000ft and 
had just got permission to climb 
to 14,000ft. This is when it was 
blown out of the sky. John 
Siden, radar operator on 
another US ship, confirmed that 
IR 655 was climbing when shot 
down. 

e IR655 was emitting only stan- 
dard civilian signals. 

e IR 655 was flying at normal 
speed for a civilian airbus. 


The facts are clear. A civilian 
Iranian plane flying in a civilian 
air corridor in broad daylight 
was blown up in mid-air by a US 
warship equipped with the most 


sophisticated radar and the 
most lethal weapons, patrolling 
8,000 miles from home in waters 
ithad norightto patrol. Itwas an 
act of mass murder by a US ad- 
ministration determined to im- 
pose its will on the Gulf. 

Indeed the US has a record of 
complicity in such massacres. 
The Israeli fighter that shot 
down a Libyan airliner in 1973, 
killing 106 people, was US sup- 
plied. In 1983 US backed UNITA 
bandits shot down an Angolan 
TAAG Boeing 737, killing 130. 
the Stinger missiles used by 
Afghan reactionaries to shoot 
down civilian planes on at least 
three occasions, are US sup- 


plied. 
The Western media, with few 
exceptions, have faithfully 


reproduced administration lies. 
The New York Post said ‘Iran is 
to blame and Iran alone’. USA 
Today claimed that the airbus 
was on ‘a mad kamikaze mis- 
sion’. A US official's idiotic 
claim that the Iranians had filled 
the plane with ‘dead bodies’ 
was faithfully reported. 

But no amount of US lies or 
media slander can disguise the 
fact that 290 people were cold- 
bloodedly shot out of the sky by 
a US warship acting on Reagan’s 
instructions to protect the rule 
of US imperialism in the Gulf. 

Nick Lewis 


‘What’s history is history, be it fact or fiction’ 


So said then White House 
Press Secretary Larry Speakes 
in 1983 when questioned ab- 
out the growing holes in the 
US administration’s account 
of the shooting down of KAL 
007 by the Soviet Union. 


On 1 September 1983 a Soviet 
SU-15 fighter plane shot down 
KAL 007. 269 people died. The 
US administration used the inci- 
dent to mount a propaganda at- 
tack on the Soviet Union and get 
Congressional approval for the 
MX missile programme. 


Gradually the truth emerged. 
KAL 007 was nearly 400 miles 
off-course deep jnside Soviet 
airspace and flying over sensi- 
tive military installations when 
it was shot down. 


e It could not have been acci- 
dentally off-course. 

e The pilot, Captain Chun By- 
ung-in had repeatedly given 
false reports of his position and 
altitude. 


he had secretly loaded an extra 
10,000|bs of fuel. 


e He had altered his own flight 
charts in line with his actual 
course that night. 


e He had executed an air rend- 
ezvous with a US RC-135 spy 
plane before entering Soviet 
airspace. ; 


e He had ignored tracer warn- 
ings and executed evasion man- 
oeuvres when challenged by 
Soviet fighters. 


KAL 007 was initially identi- 
fied as an RC-135. It was never 
identified as civilian airliner. 
After the warnings were ignor- 
ed and the plane suddenly ac- 
celerated to escape, it was shot 
down. 


The US denied that their spy 
planes were in the area. Later 
they had to admit that at least 
one RC-135 and probably other 
spy craft were in the area. 


They claimed that the Soviets 
knew it was a civilian airliner. 


Later they had to admit that their 
own intelligence data confirm- 
ed that the Soviets had not been 
able to identify the plane as a 
civilian craft. 

They released tapes of com- 
munications from the Soviet 
fighter. Later they had to ‘cor- 
rect’ their translations to in- 
clude the pilot’s report that he 
had fired tracers among other 
‘errors’. Experts who listened to 
the tapes found that the ‘errors’ 
could not have arisen from mis- 
translation or indecipherability. 

They issued maps showing 
KAL007 flying acompletely dif- 
ferent course from the oneit had, 
in fact, flown. 


Over and over again they lied. 
But it was not only in order to 
create maximum propaganda 
advantage over the Soviet Un- 
ion, it was also to cover up their 
own role in the affair. 

For the only plausible expian- 
ation of KAL 007’s behaviour 
that night was that it was on a 
surveillance mission on behalf 


of US intelligence. The best pro- 
bability is that it was acting as 
a passive probe, flying deep in- 
to Soviet airspace in order to ac- 
tivate Soviet radar and air 
defences. The resulting elec- 
tronic traffic is then monitor- 
ed by the US spy planes and sat- 
ellites. 

Of course such missions carry 
risk. The Soviet Union is likely 
to shoot down any military 
plane it finds playing this game. 
The gamble was that the Soviets 
would not shoot down a civilian 
plane. Unfortunately, the Sov- 
iets never knew it was a civilian 
plane. 

The US ruling class had 
gambled with 269 lives and lost. 
Yet despite being directly re- 
sponsible for the deaths, the US 
then cynically proceeded to use 
the incident which it had itself 
created, as a propaganda weap- 
on against the Soviet Union. 
Reagan is as responsible for the 
269 deaths on KAL 007 as he is 
for the deaths in the Gulf. 

Terry O'Halloran 


LORNA REID 


n July Manchester police 

launched an attack on our 

right to demonstrate on the 

streets (see reports in this 
issue). After 14 arrests on a 
variety of charges ranging 
from Noise Pollution to Public 
Order Act Section 5 RCG mem- 
bers and supporters in Man- 
chester mobilised a wide 
range of local forces to defend 
the right to demonstrate. 

On Monday 18 July 60 peo- 
ple joined the RCG’s weekly 
picket of South African Air- 
ways, the focus of police at- 
tacks. Manchester City Coun- 
cillors Dennis Barker and 
Yousouf Gooljari joined the 
RCG, the VMDC and, the Iona 
Church Community Group, 
the North West Campaign for 
Gay and Lesbian Equality; 
Manchester Women’s Group, 
Women Against Deportations, 
Women for Wages for House- 
work and many individuals 
for a mass picket. The Envir- 
onmental Health Officer from 
the City Council confirmed 
that the picket was not com- 
mitting any noise offences. 
The strength of the picket forc- 
ed the police to back off and no 
arrests were made. 

Our comrades in Man- 
chester have initiated an orga- 
nising committee open to all 
groups and individuals to de- 
fend the right to demonstrate. 


“ti 


Police attack RCG and VMDC activist. 


RCG DELEGATION TO IRELAND 
FOR ANTI-INTERNMENT 
COMMEMORATION 


RCG members and supporters 
are now finalising their plans 
for our annual delegation to 
Belfast to participate in the 
Anti-Internment commemora- 
tion on 14 August. Our Lon- 


| don branches held a success- 
ful series of forums on Ireland 


to mobilise and prepare for the 
delegation. 

To mark the introduction of 
internment without trial in 
Ireland on 9 August 1971 we 
are holding a public meeting 


in London on 4 August on the 
subject of British terror in 
Ireland. Another public meet- 
ing will be held in London to 
report back from the delega- 
tion on 18 August where 
delegation members will give 
eye-witness accounts. 


FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT 
IMPERIALISM! BUY IT! SELL IT! 
DO IT! 


593 copies of Fight Racism! 
Fight Imperialism! 79 which 
carried a profile on Nelson 
Mandela were sold on the 
Anti-Apartheid | Movement 
demonstration on 17 July. A 
further 156 copies were sold 
on the City AA rally outside 
the racist embassy later that 
evening. A record number of 
521 FRFI badges were sold 
during the day. 

The last Communist Forum 


, on South Africa in this series 


will be held on Sunday 31 July 
in the Marchmont Centre, 
London, on the Communist 
International. This series of 
forums has examined from a 
communist perspective the 
role that Britain played in the 
formation of apartheid and its 
continued support today for 
the regime. We have discussed 
the historical conditions lead- 
ing to the Sharpeville and 
Soweto uprisings in South 
Africa and the role played by 
different forces in the lib- 
eration movement, particular- 
ly the PAC and the Black Con- 
sciousness Movement. A new 
series of forums will begin in 
September. 


THE RCG AND THE POLL TAX 


Inthe London Against the Poll 
Tax campaign there is an argu- 
ment that the involvement of 
political groups has to be 
limited. We are arguing that 
the necessary unity of forces to 
defeat the Poll Tax must be a 
genuine unity built on the 
principle of democracy, Our 
experience of building open 
and democratic campaigns in- 
volving the broadest possible 
progressive forces holds vital 
lessons for a successful cam- 
paign against the Poll Tax. 
Our branches are holding pub- 
lic meetings on the Poll Tax 
over the summer period. 

Following our intervention 
in the Socialist Conference in 
Chesterfield in June we have 
attended the South London 
Socialist Conference and the 
West Yorkshire Conference. 
At South London we again in- 
tervened on the issue of the 
Poll Tax and called for support 
for the national action against 
the Poll Tax conference to be 
held in October. The delegates 
unanimously passed a resolu- 
tion supporting non-registra- 
tion, non-compliance and 
non-payment and support for 
the national conference. Un- 
fortunately, the West York- 
shire conference preferred to 
limit their future activity to 
organising more forums for 
discussion but not on the issue 
of the Poll Tax. We are conti- 
nuing our intervention in the 
Socialist Conference network 
to build support for the action 
conference. Mf 


LARKIN BOOKS 


New pamphlet: 
Viraj Mendis 
Life or Death? 


This pamphlet shows how 
the VMDC is fighting for 
Viraj’srightto stay in Brit- 
ain. It shows why Viraj’s 
life is in danger in Sri 
Lanka. It shows the injus- 
tice of the British courts 
which have refused to 
consider the facts of his 
case, Viraj’s fight goes on. 
You can join it! 

Edited by Eddie 
Abrahams and Viraj 
Mendis. 

Published by Larkin 
Publications. 

48pp, £1.50 plus 30p p&p. 
All cheques/POs payable 
to Larkin Publications. 
Please send your orders to 
Larkin Publications, BCM 
Box 5909, London WC1N 
3XX. 


The revolutionary road to 
communism in Britain 
(Manifesto of the Revolutionary 
Communist Group) 175pp, 
£1.50 plus 40p p&p 

Ireland: the key to the British 
Revolution by David Reed. 
450pp, £3.95 plus 75p p&p 
Miners Strike 1984-85 People 
versus State by David Reed and 
Olivia Adamson. 144pp, £2.50 
plus 40p p&p 

South Africa: Britain out of 
Apartheid! Apartheid out of 
Britain! by Carol Brickley, Terry 
O'Halloran and David Reed. 
64pp, 95p plus 30p p&p 
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Gorbachev and the 
export of revolution 


Oo. 2 November 1987, Mikhail 
Gorbachev delivered a long 
speech devoted to the 70th 
anniversary of the October 
revolution, before the leading 
bodies of party and state. Among 
other things, Gorbachev 
denounced those ‘who put their 
stakes on the export of the 
revolution’ (‘Trotsky and the 
Trotskyites’), later he says that 
‘countering leftish extremism, he 
(Lenin) argued that it was 
possible for countries with 
different social systems to coexist 
peacefully’. 

Now, what does this mean? 
Let's review the historical record 
first. The two main supporters of 
the ‘export of revolution’ in 
Lenin’s time were Nikolai 
Bukharin who opposed the 
signing of the Brest-Litovsk peace 
in 1918 and Marshal 
Tukhachevsky who briefly and 
without success proposed the 
formation of an international 
general staff of the Red Army in 
1920 (Trotsky was never 
connected with either grouping). 
Does anyone in the CPSU defend 
such proposals today - and if not, 
what is the purpose of 
Gorbachev's remarks? 


The answer to question 1 is no. 
To answer question 2 it should be 
realised that ‘export of revolution’ 
refers above all to the direct 
intervention in Afghanistan, 
which has nothing to do with the 
proposals of Bukharin and 
Tukhachevsky. The Red Army 
did not go in to overthrow an 
existing pro-imperialist regime 
and make a revolution but to 
defend an existing (since April 
1978) national democratic 
government against CIA-backed 
bandits. The difference is basic 
but clearly losten that wing of the 
Soviet leadership which is 
pressing for withdrawal from 
Afghanistan without any 
guarantees of the revolution’s 
survival. 

Afghanistan isa particularly 
stinking example of Gorbachev's 
‘new thinking’. Others include 
the grossly exaggerated 
importance given to last 
December's treaty scrapping land 
based intermediate nuclear 
weapons, which can easily be 
moved out to sea (and Star Wars is 
not mentioned; of course). The 
biggest concession on Reagan’s 
part at the Moscow summit seems 
to be his acknowledgement that 
the USSR is no longer an ‘evil 
empire’ - and that, no doubt, to 
improve Bush's chances in the 
election! 

Front-line fighters against 
imperialism could be forgiven for 
regarding ‘new thinking’, at least 
as it applies to their struggles, asa 
polite expression meaning 
demoralisation, and wondering 
whether, if Gorbachev is prepared 
to abandon the Afghan revolution 
and urge it to share power with 
the CIA bandits, there is 
ultimately any revolution that can 
count on backing from the USSR 
at this time. An article in the 17 
February issue of Literaturuya 
Gazeta, urging that the Afghan 
‘solution’ be adopted by the 
Nicaraguan government in its 
dealings with the Contras is 
scarcely reassuring. So far the 
Sandinistas have politely ignored 
the hint. And hopefully, as the 
CIA and the Pakistani regime tear 
up the Geneva accords in 
returning to use Pakistani 
territory as a base for the bandits, 
hopefully the CPSU will decide 
that Afghanistan is after all worth 
defending - not least in the 
interests of defending the USSR 
itself. 


MIKE WEBBER 


LETTERS 
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Two faces of 
democratisation 


Jon Hales’ letter (FRFI 79 June- 
July 1988) raises so many points, 
ina rather disconnected way, that 
it is difficult to know where to 
begin. I hope! will not do 
injustice to his argument by 
concentrating only on three 
questions. 

Firstly, I did not argue that 
socialist planning succeeded in 
‘Achieving growth whilst 
improving living standards’ in 
the way that John Hales suggests. 
It is undoubtedly true that during 
the First Five Year Plan in 
particular the immediate 
consumption of sections of the 
working class fell, but ‘cultural 
and social provisions’ for the 
working class increased 
throughout this period. 

Secondly, John Hales argues 
that it was the power exercised by 
the ‘inner party elite around 
Stalin’ which was ‘a powerful 
reason why Russia achieved a rate 
of growth greater than any market 
economy.’ This does not fit the 
facts. Throughout the period of 
the first three Five Year Plans, the 
Stalin leadership continually 
tried to break the power of the 
middle-level bureaucracy in state 
and party, and to raise the 
political level of the rank-and-file 
membership. 

On this point, I urge comrades 
to read the brilliant work by the 
US academic J Arch Getty, 
Origins of the Great Purges. The 
Soviet Communist Party 
Reconsidered, 1933-1938 
(Cambridge University Press 
1985) which clearly shows that: 
*.. Stalin, Zhdanov and others 
preferred to revive the 
educational and agitational 
functions of the party, to reduce 
the absolute authority of local 
satraps, and to encourage certain 
forms of rank-and-file 
participation . . . It was Stalin’s 
intention to inspire action ‘‘from 
below’, to conduct a mass 
political campaign for increased 
participation and grass-roots 
criticism.’ (p 105) 

Thirdly, John Hales concludes: 
‘It should be clear socialists 
should support democratisation 
not resist it.’ While it's not clear 
from the letter who is resisting 
democratisation, it might be a 
good idea to be clear what 

‘democratisation’ is. It means one 
thing to the sections of the 
intelligentsia in the Soviet Union 
who aspire to the ‘democratic 
freedoms’ of their counterparts in 
the imperialist countries, and 
who, more to the point, covet 
their privileged social position. It 
means something quite different 
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in the context of the perestroika of 
the party, preparing it to face the 
renewed challenge from 
imperialism. 

Socialists in Britain can play 
their part by exposing the true 
meaning of ‘democratisation’ in 
the first sense. Why do afew 
thousand utterly unrepresentative 
dissidents, mystics and 
charlatans, get so much publicity 
in the Western media? It is 
because ‘democratisation’ can be 
directed against the Soviet 
system, opening it up to 
imperialist influence. Socialists 
here can be confident that the 
working class and its allies in the 
Soviet Union will use 
‘democratisation’ to revitalise the 
party — we must unmask the 
hypocritical praise for 
‘democratisation’ by the 
imperialists and their allies in the 
labour movement. 

PATRICK NEWMAN 
London 


Flawless campaign 


hk is time once again to renew my 
subscription to your excellent 
paper, so please find enclosed a 
cheque for £10 to show my 
appreciation for the abundance of 
information, news, analysis you 
have provided over the past year. 

Iam enclosing a resolution 
which I got passed unanimously 
at Sutton Trades Council in May 
which is just one small example of 
the effects of your flawless 
campaign on behalf of Viraj 
Mendis. After a lengthy speech 
giving the history of his activities, 
Iam pleased to say that several 
delegates became more involved 
with the issues surrounding the 
racist policies of the present 
government in relation to 
immigration and this is 
attributable to FRF1 for its 
persistent disclosures of 
government, both national and 
local. 

Once again I say thank you and 
keep up the good work. 
M. MURTAGH 
Surrey 


Fightback starts 
here 


The TUC under the leadership 
of Norman Willis are 
collaborating with the Tories to 
implement the Employment 
Training Programme which is 
equivalent to the Workfare 
programme in America. The ETP 
means that people have got to 
work for their benefits - the 
unemployed will have to work 35 
hours a week for an extra £10 on 
top of their benefit. Willis claims 
that the ETP will work but he is 


Address 


stabbing us in the back. The 
Unemployed Workers Charter 
(UWC) are lobbying the TUC on 5 
September at the Bournemouth 
conference. 

Many of the trade unions like 
NALGO, NUPE and others have 
refused to co-operate with the 
ETP because it does not provide 
proper training for the 
unemployed and does not pay 
wages at trade union rates. 

I will be going to the conference 
to express my opposition to 
Workfare. 

The Tories must not be allowed 
to get away with this. We must 
call for a massive fightback. The 
unemployed are being exploited 
and threatened with no benefit for 
six months if they do not accept a 
placement on the ETP slave 
labour scheme. The fightback 
starts here. 

Yours in struggle, 
ERROL BAPTISTE 
London 


Stop Evren 


O. 14 July I supported a 
demonstration against General 
Evren’s visit to Cambridge. At the 
rally which was mainly attended 
by Kurds, Turks and Cypriots, I 
spoke for the RCG which was the 
only left group present. We were 
well received by the 
demonstrators as we expressed 
our solidarity for the Kurdish and 
Turkish people and our 
unconditional support for the 
people’s liberation army of 
Kurdistan and those fighting 
fascism in Turkey. 

The necessity of the national 
democratic revolution as a pre- 
condition for the socialist 
revolution was stated and the 
analogy drawn between Ireland 
and Kurdistan for Britain and 
Turkey. 

Other speakers included 
Amnesty International, 
Cambridge Trades Council, the 
Organisation of University 
Lecturers and the Committee to 
Stop General Evren'’s Visit. 
ADAM SHERWOOD 
Cambridge 


Robeson - a class 
conscious fighter 


The historic contribution of Paul 
Robeson is undermined by the 
playwright Rashleigh (FRFI 77) 
and attacked by Mark (FRFI 78). 
Both from the left and the right 
Robeson is regarded as an idealist 
who failed. 

This is the standpoint of the 
mean-minded chauvinist who 
fails to appreciate that Robeson’s 
magnificent stand in favour of the 
communist countries was an 
historic extension of his stand 
against American imperialism 
and racism. In actually 
supporting what Mark calls ‘the 
bureaucracies of Eastern bloc 
nations’ Robeson gave preper 
political concreteness to the 
struggle against racism, just as 
today the anti-racist stance is 
meaningless without active 
support for the anti-imperialist 
liberation movements. 

Moreover, as a black 
communist in the cold-war period 
of the MacArthur regime, 
Robeson was personally very 
courageous. He stood openly on 
the side of those the American 
administration had declared were 
its enemies. 

Here was a man who, with his 
wonderful voice and acting 
ability could have limited himself 
to making money and moral 
statements. Instead he was a class 
conscious fighter whose life work 
strengthens us as communists 
today. 

SUSAN DAVIDSON 
London 


RCG ACTION 


RCG SUPPORTERS GROUE 
meet regularly to discuss the polit 
of the RCG and plan our activiti 
For details of supporters groups 
your area please contact: RCG, BC 
Box 5909, London WC1N 3XX. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS ON IRELA! 
END BRITISH TERROR 
IN IRELAND 

Thursday 4 August 7.30pm 
ANTI-INTERNMENT IN BELFAS: 

Thursday 18 August 7.30pm 
Both at Conway Hall, Red U 
Square, London WC1 (Holborn tut 


ANTI-INTERNMENT MARCH 
Demonstration to demand Troe 
Out of Ireland! Prisoners Out 
Jail! Called by the /rish Freed 
Movement. 6 August. Assem 
14pm Islington Town Hall (rear), ! 
per Street, London N1. 


RCG COMMUNIST FORUM | 
SOUTH AFRICA The Commur 
International introduced by A’ 
Higginbottom. Sunday 31 July 6 
Marchmont Community Cen 
Marchmont Street, London ¥ 
(Russell Square tube). 


NORTH WEST BIRMINGH) 
SIX CAMPAIGN WEEK OF F 
TION Demonstration - Free the 
mingham Six! Saturday 29 Octot 
Assemble 12 noon Strangew 
Prison, Manchester. For further 
formation contact NWB6 Campai 
c/o 53 Glynn Street, Bolton, Lar 
BL4 70N. 


TAMIL EELAM SUPP 
COMMITTEE PROTEST DE 
ONSTRATION AND RALLY s 
day 31 July. Assemble Tyburn \ 
(Marble Arch tube) at 1.30 
March to Temple Place. In rem 
brance of men, women and chik 
who were killed in cold blood in 
Sri Lankan state sponsored te 
campaign in Tamil Eelam. ‘ 
20,000 civilians have been killed 


PICKET WORMWOOD SCRI 
PRISON Friday 5 August 6 
9.30pm. Called by Broadw: 
Farm Defence Campaign, Fami 
of Winston Silcott, Engin Ra 
and Mark Braithwaite and 
tenham Three are Innocent C 
paign. 


For more information, ring 01 
1688. 


Join the 


action 
join the RCG 


@ Take the side of all those strugglir 
against imperialism - Join the RCG! 


© A movement must be built in Brit 
in solidarity with the struggling peop 
of Ireland, South Africa, Palestine, 
Central America. Help us to do this - 
Join the RCG! 


© Amovement must be built here i 
Britain which stands with the 
oppressed fighting racism, represse 
and poverty. Help us build this 
movement - Join the RCG! 


© A movement must be built which 
challenges and defeats the treachen 
the opportunist leaders of Britain's 
Labour and trade union movement - 
Join the RCG! 


I wish to join/receive more 
information about the RCG 


Name 
Address 


Tel 


Return to: FRFI, BCM Box 5909, 
London WC1N 3XX 


HANDS OFF IRELAND! 


Ever since the latest phase of the Irish 
struggle began, opportunists in Bri- 
tain have been searching for a middle 
path between supporting British rule 
in Ireland on the one hand and sup- 
porting the revolutionary struggle of 
the Irish people for self-determina- 
tion on the other. They always begin 
by denying the political, economic 
and strategic reasons for Britain’s oc- 
cupation of Ireland. Thus Charter 
sponsor Ken Livingstone argues: 


‘There is no reason anymore, either 
economic or military, for Britain to 
remain in Northern Ireland . ... It’s 
only a matter of time before the 
Government recognises that with- 
drawal is the best policy.’ 
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Having rejected the material basis for 
the British occupation of Ireland the 
Charter supporters then peddle the 
myth that Britain can play a progres- 
sive role in Ireland. Charter sponsor 
Chris Myant (CPGB and long stand- 
ing opponent of the Republican 
Movement) calls for: 


‘constructive, broadly based action 
by the left in support of a job crea- 
tion programme in Northern Ire- 
land, firm action against discri- 
mination, radical changes in the 
law to end the gross abuses of civil 
rights’. - 


This view is not a new one in the wor- 
king class movement. Lenin called it 
‘socialist colonial policy’ eighty 
years ago. It represents the interests 
of the labour aristocracy in the imper- 
ialist oppressor nation who want to 
continue to enjoy the benefits of im- 
perialist exploitation whilst remov- 
ing the threat of the liberation strug- 
gle. Hence they must convince peo- 
ple that imperialism can rule in a 
humane and just manner and that 
there is no necessity to use revolu- 
tionary force to destroy its rule. 

So Myant talks about ‘the pressures 
of the IRA’s continued campaign and 
the media’s skilful exploitation of its 
bloody excesses’ as an obstacle for 
those supporting withdrawal. Myant 
& co talk as though Britain would 


be more willing to withdraw if only 
there was no pressure on it to do so! 
Yet they know that before 1968 few 
people in Britain gave a damn about 
oppression in Ireland let alone talked 
about withdrawal. 

The British ruling class cannot 
allow the revolutionary reunification 
of Ireland because it poses a threat to 
its economic, political and strategic 
interests in Ireland and to political 
stability in Britain. Hence the war 
and the brutal repression by Britain. 
Britain can rule Ireland only by re- 
pressive means and has never conce- 
ded anything to the Irish people ex- 
cept in the face of revolutionary force. 

Why has the Charter emerged now? 
The answer lies in Britain’s current 
strategy in Ireland. Seizing on the 
prolonged military and political 
stalemate that has existed between 
the Republican Movement and Brit- 
ain since the defeat of the hunger 
strike (1981), the government has 
launched a series of initiatives with a 
single aim: the isolation and defeat of 
revolutionary Republicanism and the 
armed struggle. The Anglo-Irish Ag- 
reement is aimed at persuading Six 
Counties nationalists that under 
Twenty Six County influence Britain 
can be persuaded to reform the Six 
Counties and end discrimination and 
injustice. 

Therefore Britain has sought to bol- 
ster constitutional nationalism, par- 
ticularly the SDLP. The SDLP, acting 
as agents for Britain, has begun to put 
pressure on Sinn Fein to seek reforms 
and abandon the armed struggle. The 


As time goes hy... 


The last twenty years is littered with failed at- 
tempts to find a middle road on Ireland. 

The early 70's - The Bill of Rights Campaign 
Its successor in 1976 was The Better Life for 
All Campaign - 

1978 - International Tribunal on Britain's 
Presence in Ireland 

1979 - Young Liberals march for an end to 
the war 

1980 - Charter 80 

1981 - Don’t Let Irish Prisoners Die 

Often these ‘initiatives’ share the same per- 
sonnel. They always share the same fate - 
they disappear without trace. 
EET RS ST SSS SS 


Charter campaign, whether all its 
supporters are aware of this or not, is 
effectively an adjunct to this process. 
Clare Short is very clear about this: 


‘There is a new movement taking 
place in Ireland...The Social 
Democratic and Labour Party and 
Sinn Fein have been talking for 
months about what political con- 
ditions might produce a cease- 
fire...’ 


Not surprisingly the Charter also re- 
jects the Troop Out Now position. 
Chris Myant informs us that: 


‘Many of those involved had 
originally wanted a more tradi- 
tional ‘‘Britain must get out now, 
full stop’? approach. In its place is 
something more broad, more re- 
sponsible and with more chance of 
success.’ 


Once again the task of building a 
principled movement for troops out 
now and self-determination for the 
Irish people has been sacrificed on 
the altar of opportunism. 

The fact is that either you support 
the Irish people or you support the 
British ruling class. One or the other 
must win. There is no middle road. 
The Charter will therefore no doubt 
go the way of all previous attempts 
along these lines (see box). However, 
whatever opportunities this cam- 
paign creates should be used by 
revolutionaries to tell people in Bri- 
tain the truth about Ireland that the 
Charter itself seeks to suppress. 
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On 30 June, Labour MP Clare Short launched the TIME TO GO Charter 


‘calling for British withdrawal from Northern Ireland’. 


The political essence of the Charter - imperialist paternalism - 
is revealed in its statement that: ‘... Britain has a 
responsibility to make possible the process of reconciliation’. 

Nick Lewis, Terry 0’Halloran and Maxine Williams examine this new campaign. 


TIME FOR A 
SOLIDARITY 
MOVEMENT 


BRITISH TERROR 


BOB SHEPHERD 


The British army’s callous disregard 
for the lives of ordinary nationalist 
people, even children, was shown 
again during the last few weeks. On 
15 June a speeding British army 
landrover ran down three year old 
Gerald Flynn from the nationalist 
New Lodge Road area of north 
Belfast. They left the fatally injured 
child lying on the road. A neighbour 
immediately attempted to drive the 
child to hospital, but he was stopped 
for speeding and his car searched by 
the same British army landrover that 
had knocked the child down. By the 
time he reached hospital Gerald 
Flynn was dead. 

On 20 June Johnny Carson, a father of 
three, was attacked by a British army 
patrol at New Barnsley Green only 
yards from his home, his 66 year old 
father was attacked when he went to 
his son’s assistance and his sister Ber- 
nadette was batonned on the arm. 

At the same time, just down the 
road, Anne Morris was pushing her 
ten month old son Gerard in his pram. 
A British soldier deliberately kicked 
the pram over as he ran past towards 
New Barnsley. Gerard took the full 
force on his forehead and eye. When 
Anne went to make a formal com- 
plaint she was laughed at and verbal- 


ly abused by the RUC and the soldier 
who had kicked the pram over. 

A taxi-driver was shot by the RUC 
on 30 June and died three days later. 
The IRA had attacked an RUC base 
and the RUC responded by indiscrim- 
inately spraying the area with bul- 
lets, fatally wounding the taxi-driver. 

Another nationalist area under vir- 
tual siege by the RUC and UDR is the 
tiny nationalist area of the Markets in 
south Belfast. In one week in June 28 
houses were raided, some as many as 
three times. Local people have been 
subjected to constant abuse as the 
area is saturated with RUC and UDR 
forces, they have been constantly 
stopped and questioned as they at- 
tempt to go about their business. 

This saturation of nationalist areas 
with the RUC and British army comes 
at the same time as the loyalists are 
gearing up for the Orange marching 
season. Loyalist mobs have been con- 
tinuously attacking vulnerable na- 
tionalist districts over the past few 
weeks, houses have been stoned and 
petrol bombed. 

Loyalist murder gangs have also 
continued to operate. On 6 July in 
Dromone, County Down, Terry Del- 
aney was murdered by the Ulster 
Freedom Fighters (cover name for the 
UDA). The assassins shot him in the 
head as he waited fora liftto work. @ 


Gibraltar cover-up 


MAXINE WILLIAMS 


The government’s attempts to ensure 
that the inquest into the Gibraltar 
murders is meaningless, continue. 
Government laywers argued that the 
SAS men should by anonymous and 
screened from view. They sought to 
limit questioning to how, when and 
where the three were killed. No mat- 
ters affecting ‘security of intell- 
igence’ should be raised. 

The Coroner ruled that the SAS 
men must be visible to the jury and 
the lawyers but could be screened 
from the rest’of the court. He also rul- 
ed that while the inquest would not 
consider matters of inteligence and 
security it would inquire into rele- 
vant matters ‘preceding the moment 
of the shooting’. One of the ‘relevant 
matters’ being that the three were 
unarmed. 

It is reported that the SAS men will 
attend the inquest, now set for 6 Sept- 
ember. In addition to the limits 
agreed by the Coroner they will be 
able to refuse to answer any incrimin- 
ating questions. The Coroner has 
already indicated that he is unhappy 
that the inquest will be the sole in- 
quiry into the deaths and has said that 
it is likely to be flawed and possibly 
meaningless, @ 
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